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RUDOLF VON BECKERATH: HIS AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS
AND THEIR INFLUENCE
Presented by Russell Weismann

Tuesday, January 8, 2019, 7:30 PM
Cannon Chapel, University of Richmond

This presentation examines the influence of Rudolf von Beckerath on the culture of the American pipe organ. Exploring two parallel twentieth-century neoclassic movements, namely the German Orgelbewegung and the American Organ Reform Movement, Beckerath opened the
door to European organ building aesthetics in North America from 1957-1976 through the installation of several significant instruments. His
works are enshrined throughout the United States and Canada as momentous examples of modern organ building and represent the evolution
of the North German school of organ building.
A native of Pittsburgh, Russell Weismann is immediate Past-dean of the District of Columbia Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
Following prior tenures at Georgetown University and the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, he is Director of Music and Liturgy at Saint Jane Frances de Chantal Church in Bethesda, Maryland. Russell earned the Doctor of Musical Arts degree at George
Mason University, where he was also Adjunct Professor of Music, and the Master of Music degree from Yale University, where he was appointed University Chapel Organist and Teaching Fellow in Musicology. He is an Associate of the American Guild of Organists and wrote his doctoral dissertation on the North American influence of the German organ builder, Rudolf von Beckerath.
Please note that there will not be a meal or a meeting before this event. We look forward to seeing you there!

THE DEAN’S LETTER TO MEMBERS
Snow Reflections
As I write this, on December 10, I am snowed in at home and everything in Richmond has been cancelled. I felt
sad about all the lessons and carols services and concerts that were snowed out. Having power, I roamed about
Facebook and fell upon a performance, recorded yesterday, of British concert organist, Alistair Reid, playing Messiaen’s La Nativité, at The Brick Presbyterian Church, in New York, posted by chapter member, Keith Tóth. I
listened to the whole thing (57 minutes) while looking out a big glass window at the snow covered hay fields and
my world shifted.
By the time you read this, all our Advent and Christmas programs will be over and we will be digging in for 2019
and the things that await us in our varied lives. All in all, the music all of us created in our varied venues was an
offering to the community in which we live. I thank God that we are able to do this and for the quiet rewards we
receive.
As we move into 2019, let us try to make music in the best ways we can and to hold our fellow musicians and our listeners dear.
Nancy
ndbreed@gmail.com
804-784-5010 (h)
804-389-5574 ©
PS People are all over the map about Facebook and other social media, but for those of us who participate, there is a treasure trove of performances by great choirs and organists and orchestras that is available to us. When you run into something, as I did today, please share it to the
chapter Facebook page for others to enjoy. The Vimeo link to the Messiaen is https://livestream.com/accounts/938203/BrickChurch/
videos/184584522?fbclid=IwAR0QDCi2ZlHmwFB19ceMGqW7sBfXaZ4iG2pWzfS4HL7nLvGCXRKNABDavE0

EDUCATION CONCERNS
Dear Richmond AGO members,
Happy New Year!! Remember, if you are contemplating trying to take either the Service Playing or the Colleague Exam to let
me know so arrangements can be made on your behalf for getting the recording made. These are the two locally administered
exams. The Choirmaster, Associate and Fellowship exams are administered at a testing center.

Mary Campbell

SPC

(804) 288-4098
Education Chairman

The Richmond AGO is on FACEBOOK.
Stay connected with Richmond AGO members and notices of meetings, recitals, and other events through the chapter's official
Facebook page. Look for us on Facebook: Richmond Chapter - American Guild of Organists, or go to the Richmond AGO web
page www.richmondago.org and click on the Facebook icon.
FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS OF CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES, PLEASE VISIT

The Churches Of Virginia
Web Site Available at

www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org

AROUND THE TOWN
Items for AROUND THE TOWN should be sent to the editor by the 15th of the month previous to the month in which the event will take
place.
ST. BEDE CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG
On Wednesday, January 2, 2019, at 1:00 PM, as part of its Trinity Organ Concert Series, Saint Bede Catholic Church (686 Ironbound Road in
Williamsburg) presents free concert featuring Wolff von Roos, Associate Organist/Music Scholar at Broadway United Methodist Church,
Indianapolis, Indiana. The program will include an improvisation based on audience-provided Christmas themes. A reception will follow. For more information, please call (757) 229-3631, or visit www.bedeva.org/concerts.
BON AIR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
On Sunday, January 13, 2019, at 4:00 PM at Bon Air Presbyterian Church (9201 W. Huguenot Road, Richmond, VA 23235), the Second
Sunday South of the James concert series presents Daniel W. Stipe, pianist, in concert, celebrating the fifteenth anniversary of the church’s
Bechstein Concert Piano. A free will offering will be received, and free parking is available in the church parking lots. For more information
about this event, please contact Steve Henley at 804-272-7514 ext 312.
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
On Sunday, January 20 at 4:00 PM at Second Baptist Church (9614 River Rd, Richmond, VA 23229), organist Mary Beth Bennett will present a recital with Melinda McKenzie on oboe, oboe d’amore, and English horn. Admission is free.
FOREST HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
On Sunday, January 20, 2019, at 2:00 PM, a FREE Concert in Honor of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., will be presented at Forest
Hill Presbyterian Church by Dr. Lisa Edwards Burrs, Soprano; Naima Burrs, Violin, & Dr. Patrick Carlin, Piano, featuring works by Handel,
Elgar, Massenet, Puccini, and Traditional Spirituals. Closer to the concert date, the complete Concert Program may be viewed
at www.fhpcrichmond.org. The Church is located at 4401 Forest Hill Ave., Richmond, VA 23225. Parking is available in the front and rear
Church Parking Lots. 233-4371

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS
Tuesday, January 8, 2019, 7:30 PM
Cannon Chapel, University of Richmond
“Rudolf von Beckerath, His American Instruments
and their Influence” presented by Russell Weissman (DC)
Tuesday, February 12, 2019, 7:00 PM
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Members’ Recital: Music of England and France

Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 7:30 PM
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Richmond
“Henry Erben and the St. Paul’s Organ”
Lecture by Bill Van Pelt, performances by
Dr. Christopher Reynolds, Bruce Stevens, and Grant Hellmers
Tuesday, May 21, 2019, 7:30 PM
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Goochland
Scholarship Winners Recital

SUBSTITUTES
The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at church services. No specific qualifications are implied by their
inclusion on this list. The employer is responsible for determining that a substitute will adequately meet the needs of the church.
Questions should be addressed to Betty Girardeau. If you no longer wish to be included on the substitute list, please ask that your name be
removed from the list by emailing Betty Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com or by phone at 804-647-0825.

Substitutes Available (Including Sundays)
Bailey, Tom
Beck, Susan
Burton, Melvin (Mel)
Freude, Sharon
Gay, Esther
Grant, Cathy
Kerschbaumer, Evelyn
Little, Matthew
Moro, Don
Nowowieski, Adella
Sivley, James
Traser, Donald

804-221-7549
804-519-3855
804 744-2325 or Cell 804 347-4673
804-353-4683
757-253-0391 (Williamsburg/Tidewater)
434-293-0617 (Charlottesville, VA)
804-744-3147
804-691-2594
804-652-9311
804-288-0917
434-409-3056 (Charlottesville area)
804-644-0888

Froberger@aol.com
smillerbeck@hotmail.com
melburt@comcast.net
freudemusic@earthlink.net
esthergay@cox.net
mclgrant@centurylink.net
elkersch@aol.com
mlittleorgan@gmail.com
donmoro@gmail.com
delnow@yahoo.com
james.sivley@comcast.net
donald.traser@gmail.com

Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only
Bailey, Tom
Bickish, Ted
Campbell, Mary
Hargrove, Elizabeth
Heath, Larry
Jonkman, Crystal

804-221-7549
386-956-6020
804-337-3935 (cell) 804-288-4098 (home)
804-798-1776 or 804-339-5701
804-212-9861
804-330-9976 (home)
804-301-9976 (cell)
804-272-0992 x104 (church)
Lindsey, Charles
804-370-7374
Moro, Don
804-652-9311
Nowowieski, Adella
804-288-0917
Sachs, David
804-222-2494
Schutt, Ed
804-564-4887
Temple, Jacob, M.M., CAGO 703-966-7801
Van Ornam, Cheryl
804-814-6677

MOVING?

Froberger@aol.com
ted@trinityrichmond.net
maryecampbell@comcast.net
f.hargrovejr@comcast.net
lwheath51@gmail.com
crystal.jonkman@verizon.net
crjonkman@stmicaelsbonair.org
charleslindsey15@gmail.com
donmoro@gmail.com
delnow@yahoo.com
Psalm100Pesach@comcast.net
e.schutt@comcast.net
jacob.temple@gmail.com
ago.cheryl@gmail.com

Be sure to notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so
that you will continue to receive your copy of the “Stoplist” without interruption.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an extension is requested. When a listing is removed,
therefore, it does not necessarily mean that the position has been filled. To submit a listing, please contact our Referral Service Director, Betty
Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com and phone 804-647-0825
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5486 St. Pauls Road, King George, VA 22485
Seeking part-time Organist and Choirmaster to provide organ music and direct the choir(s) at the 10:00 AM service on Sunday morning and/or
other services as required and to lead and develop the music program of the parish. Special services follow the liturgical calendar. Schedules,
organizes and directs the regional Adult Masterworks Choir twice a year. Candidates should be familiar with Episcopal liturgical tradition. Salary
range is $16,000 - 21,000. The Church’s pipe organ (1954 Hitchcock) was entirely rebuilt and expanded in 2010. The candidate should have
proven musical ability, cherish and encourage choral tradition, enthusiastically widen our musical horizons and be able to encourage, recruit and
train adults and children. For more information please visit www.stpaulskgva.org. Interested candidates please send cover letter, resume and
reference contacts to the Reverend Lee Gandiya, rectorstpaulskgva@gmail.com, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 5486 St. Pauls Road, King
George, VA 22485.
ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH
2631 Pocahontas Trail, Quinton, VA, 23141.
Seeking part-time accompanist (piano or organ) for two Sunday morning Masses and special services during Lent, Easter, and Christmas. Applicant should possess a strong knowledge and appreciation of the Roman Catholic liturgy. Wicks 2 manual pipe organ. Compensation $80-$100 per hour based on experience. Interested candidates should send resume to the Search Committee
at seassecretary@verizon.net or mail to St., Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, PO Box 648, Quinton, VA, 23141.
NEW BETHESDA BAPTIST CHURCH
9010 New Bethesda Road, Mechanicsville, VA, 23116
Seeking accompanist (organist/pianist) for one Sunday morning service, Wednesday evening choir rehearsal, and one Sunday morning ensemble rehearsal. Special services include Christmas Cantata, Christmas Eve, Easter Cantata, Maundy Thursday, and revival services. Possibility that
the accompanist may occasionally need to fill in for the Minister of Music. Rogers two manual organ in need of replacement soon, electronic
keyboard, and piano. Compensation $10,000 annually with two weeks paid vacation. Interested candidates should contact Lisa Brown via email
at lwbhokie@gmail.com or by phone at 804-441-4147.
DUNCAN MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
201 Henry Street, Ashland VA, 23005
Seeking part-time Minister of Music for two Sunday morning services and to plan, rehearse and direct elementary and Chancel choir, youth
band, contemporary worship band, and handbell choir. Supervise the organist and point presentations for the audio visual system that are
aligned with the weekly sermons for the two Sunday morning services. Special services during Holy Week, Easter, and Christmas. Candidate
should have a BA degree from an accredited institution with at least a minor in music and a strong knowledge of religious music, having experience leading traditional and contemporary worship. Piano/keyboard skills required. Compensation $20,000 - $30,000 per year depending on
experience. Two weeks paid vacation, sick leave, continuing education allowance. Interested candidates should submit cover letter and resume
to office@duncanmemorialumc.org.
MAY MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
3922 Old Buckingham Road, Powhatan, VA, 23139
Seeking an organist and choir accompanist for one Sunday morning worship service and one mid-week choir rehearsal and seasonal services
through the church year. The organist will work directly with the Director of Music. Salary starts at $7,000 to $9,000 and is dependent upon
education and experience. Interested candidates should contact Joan Maples, Music Minister at joanweinbendermaples@gmail.com or Pastor
Michael Edwards at revmkedwards@gmail.com.

Candlelight Concerts
& Historic Organ Recitals
January, 2019

Candlelight Concert at Bruton Parish Church

Saturday, January 5 @ 8:00 pm
Youth Choir Concert
Jamestown Youth Choir, Chris Mooney, Director,
Tonia Herren, Accompanist,
David Gardner, Fiddle, & Dean Shostak, Glass Hormonium

Historic Organ Recitals in the Wren Chapel,
at the College of William & Mary
Saturdays @ 10:00 am on January 5, 12, 19, 26 Rebecca Davy, Organist

Rebecca Davy, Music Director & Organist; Dr. JanEl Will, Organist

· James Darling, Choirmaster & Organist Emeritus

Contact: bdavy@brutonparish.org or (757) 645-3431

Website: www.brutonparish.org

Acoustic Design Services
Acoustical Design Collaborative, Ltd specializes in
ecclesiastical spaces where natural acoustics for music and
unobtrusive amplified speech are essential for worship
celebration. We have completed over 90 successful projects
involving the following services:
•
•
•
•
•

Acoustic Measurements
Room Reverberation Enhancement
Audio/Visual Systems Design
Sound System Tuning & Optimization
Organ Space Planning

We strive to provide our clients with professional advice
based on prudent design criteria, cost-effective solutions,
clear concise recommendations, open communication, all
delivered in a timely manner. Please contact us to see how
we can provide ‘heavenly sounds’ for your Sanctuary.

410.821.5930

info@akustx.com

BEAUTIFUL CONTINUO ORGAN FOR RENT
The Bennet & Giutarri organ is an excellent instrument for accompanying your vocal or instrumental ensemble. The voicing and speech is exceptionally fine and regular from note to note. The tone is gentle and supportive. There is no strident,
piercing sound. All the pipes are wood and stable in pitch. Tuning is normally performed with equal temperament however
some unequal temperaments may be set. The transposing keyboard allows for several different pitches.
The organ can be delivered to your performance venue two days prior to use. It is tuned the day prior to use and then
picked up not later than the day after use. Renter is responsible for the safe keeping of the organ while in possession and
arranging ready and easy access for delivery, tuning and pick up. Mileage for delivery is extra when outside Baltimore City.

C-d"' (51 notes) transposing keyboard
A - 392, 415, 440, 465 hz
8' Gedackt
4' Flute
2' Principal
● Organ is mounted on a stage dolly for easy moving
● Blower is self contained within the case
● Volume controlled with opening panels
● Equal Temperament
● Unequal Temperament Tuning is available for additional charge
● Set-up and Tuning included in rental
● Gentle tone, perfect for chamber and choral music
● Plugs into standard 110 volt outlet, extension cord included
To schedule an inspection or inquire about dates and rates please contact;
David M. Storey, Inc.
Pipe Organ Builders and Restorers
Baltimore, Maryland
410-889-3800 – davidmstoreyinc@gmail.com

We’re on the Web and on Facebook!
http://www.richmondago.org

American Guild of Organists,
Richmond Chapter
Ryan Tibbetts, Editor
PO Box 8644
Richmond, VA 23226

R ETURN S ERVICE
R EQUESTED

Dean’s Lunch
Tuesday, January 22, 12:00 PM
Travinia
1601 Willow Lawn Drive #800
804 288-0100
Richmond, VA 23226 (804) 285-0690
Please rsvp to ndbreed@gmail.com by Monday, January 21
Last minute attendees welcome.

