
 
October 2023 

 
THE DEAN'S LETTER TO MEMBERS 

 
Happy Fall! As I’m writing this, the weather seems like it’s finally starting to turn (which I’m 
fully aware may only be temporary), the Food Network is running multiple Halloween-
themed baking shows, and my various choirs are back in session, so it feels like the seasons 
are indeed turning.  This Fall, most of our Chapter’s activities will be clustered together in 
the span of about two weeks, so the end of this letter will be devoted to a bunch of save-
the-dates, but before that: 
 

First off, many thanks to everyone who helped to make our September meeting possible, 
including (but not limited to) Daniel Banke and Tom Bailey at Reveille UMC; Melissa Hawks 
for serving as the point person for the program; Scott Hayes for manning the grill; and Nancy 
and Marc Krauss, Curt Syndor, Cheryl van Ornam, and Chris Martin for playing in the recital 
(and I suppose a pat on my own back for playing, as well)! 
 

Second, you’ve probably noticed the new format for the Stoplist. Around the time I was transitioning out as editor and Melissa 
was coming in, we got a suggestion that it might help the newsletter’s readability and ease of access to switch to an e-mail-
based format, and those of us on the Communications Committee agreed that it was an idea worth pursuing.  In retrospect, I 
should have said something last issue when the new format debuted, but I was honestly surprised that it happened as quickly 
as it did, which is a testament to Melissa’s industriousness!  We will still send a physical copy to those who prefer that format, 
and a PDF will still be archived on the Chapter website, but hopefully many of you will find this new version easier to take in. 
 

Thirdly, I mentioned in my September letter that I’d like to try reviving the Dean’s Lunch, which obviously went by the wayside 
during the depths of the pandemic. To that end, please e-mail or call me (both are below in my signature) by Tuesday, October 
10 if you would like to meet for lunch at MOSAIC Restaurant (6229-A River Rd, Richmond, VA 23229) on Tuesday, October 24 at 
12:00 PM.  Hopefully this is something we might be able to resume doing a few times each season. 
 

Finally, as I mentioned earlier, the way the fall calendar wound up shaking out, we have several events happening in quick 
succession. First up is our Halloween-themed recital at St. Giles Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 28 at 2:00 PM. This 
is intended to be a family- and kid-friendly event, so please spread the word about that! If you are interested in playing, please 
contact Jason Brown (jbrown@fpcrichmond.org). The following Saturday, November 4, Daniel Stipe will be giving a clinic on 
hymn-playing at Bon Air Presbyterian Church at 10:00 AM. Many of you no doubt know Daniel as a superlative player of concert 
repertoire, but he is also terrific at leading hymns, so it will be fascinating to hear his thoughts on that topic. I’m unfortunately 
going to miss it because one of my sisters is getting married that weekend, but you should go! And last but not least, on Friday, 
November 10 at 7:30 PM at Saint Benedict Catholic Church, the first of the season’s Organ Repertoire Recital Series concerts 
will feature Anne Laver on the 1996 Martin Pasi organ. 
 

I hope all of your Fall activities are off to a good start, and I look forward to seeing you at one or more of our upcoming Chapter 
events! 
 
Ryan Tibbetts, D.M., CAGO 
rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
804-784-5678, ext. 14 
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2023-2024 CHAPTER MEETINGS 

 
 
October 28, 2023, 2:00 PM: Halloween Recital at St. Giles Presbyterian Church 
 
November 4, 2023, 10:00 AM: Daniel Stipe (Hymn Playing) at Bon Air Presbyterian Church 
 
January 20, 2024: Bach Recital at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 
February 6, 2024: Mary Beth Bennett at Second Baptist Church 
 
March 15 and 16, 2024: David von Behren Recital (March 15, 7:00 PM) and Masterclass (March 16, 10:00 AM), St. Bede Catholic 
Church, Williamsburg (Joint program with the Tidewater AGO Chapter) 
 
April TBD, 2024: Organ Crawl 
 
May 13, 2024: Student Recital at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2023-2024 Organ Repertoire Recital Series Concerts 
November 10, 2023, 7:30 PM: Ann Laver at Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
 
March 8, 2024, 7:30 PM: Ken Cowan at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
 
April 12, 2024, 7:30 PM: Raúl Prieto Ramírez at First Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LAST MONTH IN THE RICHMOND AGO 

 
 

The Chapter met at Reveille United Methodist Church on September 12 for a cookout, installation of officers, and members' 
recital. Present for the installation were Ryan Tibbetts (dean); Kenna Payne (treasurer); David Purdy (secretary); and Mary 
Campbell, Stephen Henley, and Joel Kumro (members-at-large). Performing in the recital were Chapter members Nancy Krauss 
(joined by her husband, Marc, on clarinet), Curt Syndor, Cheryl Van Ornam, Chris Martin, and Ryan Tibbetts.  
FIRST PHOTO: Officers present for the installation ceremony  
SECOND PHOTO: The evening's performers 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FROM THE HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR 

 

I would like to re-introduce the position of Hospitality Coordinator and enlist help in the execution of its duties. The Hospitality 
Coordinator is a member of the Membership Committee and is charged with developing a program to increase new member 
integration into chapter life. To that end, I am looking for volunteers to be Chapter Ambassadors at our events. The Chapter 
Ambassador would be assigned for one or more meetings and would introduce new members (12 months or less). 
 

The role of Chapter Ambassador would be an easy one to perform. Basically, at a meeting you would become acquainted with 
the new chapter members (I would send you their names) and then at some point in the meeting you would introduce them to 
the assembly. Here is the verbiage from the national organization as it pertains to the main thrust of the hospitality coordinator’s 
mission: “Ensure that all chapter members are welcomed cordially at meetings and integrated graciously into the fabric of the 
chapter.” 
 

If you are interested in helping out and being an event’s Chapter Ambassador, please contact me at my email listed below. 
 

Here is more of what the national organization in New York envisions for the Ambassador Program: It provides micro-
volunteerism opportunities for every member, without long time commitments, and can involve everyone to be more active in 
your chapter. It will strengthen member engagement, retention and will support chapter sustainability. 
 

Chapter Ambassadors need not be comprised of board members only. Invite every member to serve periodically as a chapter 
ambassador, to welcome and engage new members and develop future members. The role of an ambassador includes but is not 
limited to: 
     - Being paired with a new member, former member or future member to serve as an escort at a chapter event 
     -  Making sure that the new or prospective member feels engaged by introducing him or her to as many other members as 
possible 
 

If you are interested in being an event's Chapter Ambassador, please contact me at (address); I'm also happy to take any 
questions, suggestions or comments you have on the roles of Hospitality Coordinator or Chapter Ambassador. 
 

Regards, 
Gary Kunde  
Director of Music / Organist, Grace Lutheran Church, Chester, VA 



CHAPTER LIFE UPDATES 
Compiled by Donald Traser 

 

Congratulations to our friend Daniel Stipe. Here’s why: “I'm finally on a professionally produced album...you can hear me on 
piano on about a third of a terrific new release by the Atlantic Chamber Ensemble." The album released on September 1 and can 
be ordered at the link below. 
https://www.imaginaryanimals.ninja/hearsay 
 

Very few members of the Richmond Chapter will remember William C. “Pat” Partridge (first picture below), though a handful of 
us do. Originally from Chase City, Virginia, Pat studied organ with Bill Schutt, father of Richmond Chapter member Ed Schutt. Pat 
had his first church job in Richmond (see From the Archives elsewhere in this issue) and went on to have a distinguished career 
in Baltimore, Washington, and St. Louis. 
 

Pat attended the University of Richmond and subsequently transferred to and graduated from the Cincinnati Conservatory of 
Music and the College of Church Musicians at Washington National Cathedral, where he studied with Leo Sowerby and Paul 
Calloway. He has been on the faculty of the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore, American University in Washington, Webster 
University in Saint Louis, and the Catholic University of Puerto Rico. Pat served as dean of the St. Louis Chapter from 1996 to 
1998 and as Canon Precentor at Christ Church Cathedral, Saint Louis, from 1981 until this summer. Well done, Pat! 
 

Last, we extend our sympathy to the family of Barbara Cole (Mrs. Gilford A.)  who died on August 23 at the age of 90. She studied 
organ with Richmond Chapter member Ray Collins and served at the Northside Baptist Church for 50 years, 1958-1993 as organist 
and director, and organist only until 2008.  (Second picture below) 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

OCTOBER RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS 
10/1 - Beth Melcher Davis 

10/1 - Crystal Jonkman 
10/2 - Deke Polifka 

10/7  - Wanda Bond 
10/7 - Steve Henley 

10/8 - Patrick Dahlman 
10/9 - Daniel Stipe 
10/10 - Bob Ford 

10/12 - Mary Elizabeth Campbell 
10/16 - Peter Edison 

10/17 - R. Dean Kershaw 
10/18 - Donald Anderson 

10/20 - John DeMajo 
10/27 - Bill Drake 

10/29 - Jeff Hummel 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

https://www.imaginaryanimals.ninja/hearsay


AROUND THE TOWN 
Sunday, October 1, 5:00 PM 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
8787 River Road, Richmond 
Choral Evensong & Community Supper 
Choral Evensong resumes at All Saints in October with the music of Balfour-Gardiner & Stanford, sung by All Saints Parish Choir 
and Choral Scholars, directed by Daniel Stipe. The service will begin with an extended prelude by Scott G. Hayes, featuring the 
music of Dupre, Tournemire, and Vierne on the Austin organ.  The service will be followed by a community dinner.  All are 
welcome! 
 
Friday, October 6, 7:00 PM 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
2315 N Parham Road, Henrico 
Golden Oldies with Jenna Anderson 
Daniel Stipe, piano 
 
Monday, October 9, 2023, 7 PM 
Saint Bede Catholic Church 
3686 Ironbound Road, Williamsburg 
Tidewater Guitar Quartet 
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with a free concert featuring a guitar quartet of members from the Tidewater Guitar 
Orchestra.  One of the first of its kind in the United States, the Tidewater Guitar Orchestra is an ensemble of more than a dozen 
accomplished guitarists who use the lush timbral resources of an orchestra of guitars of different sizes to explore a rich repertoire 
ranging from Bach to Bartok, and specializing in music of the Americas.   Please note: This concert will not be live-streamed. 
https://tidewaterclassicalguitar.org/tidewater-guitar-orchestra 
(757) 229-3631  www.bedeva.org/concerts 
 
Friday, October 13, 5:30 PM 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
An Evening of Jazz with Jim Bennett 
Suggested Donation of $15 
Join us for an unforgettable evening of music on the All Saints patio.  An accomplished jazz pianist, Jim Bennett serves as music 
director for Richmond Hill and at the Church of the Holy Comforter here in Richmond.  Desserts and refreshments will be 
available. 
 
Sunday, October 15, 3:00 PM 
River Road Church, Baptist 
8000 River Road, Richmond 
free admission 
Vox Humana 
A professional, Richmond choral ensemble 
William Bradley Roberts, conductor 
A concert featuring music by diverse composers, including the North American Premiére of a 21st c. Parisian Mass Messe 
brève for chorus and organ 
Words of Four Wise Women, an eclectic collection honoring Harriet Tubman, Dorothy Parker, Emily Dickinson, Maya Anglou and 
works by Hassler, Walton, Brandt, Undine Moore, Brahms, Roberts, Chilcott 
 
Sunday, October 15, 4:30 PM 
St. Mary's Episcopal Church 
12291 River Road, Richmond 
Choral Evensong 
The St. Mary's Choir, directed by Ryan Tibbetts, offers a service of Choral Evensong featuring music of Margaret Burke, William 
Byrd, Herbert Howells, and Roxanna Panufnik, with a light reception to follow.  All are welcome! 
 
 

https://tidewaterclassicalguitar.org/tidewater-guitar-orchestra
http://www.bedeva.org/concerts


Wednesday, November 1, 7:00 PM 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
2040 McRae Road, Bon Air 
All Saints’ Day Choral Evensong 
St. Michael’s Choir directed by Grant Hellmers will sing works by Vaughan Williams, Stanford, Marchant, and Powell. Candles will 
be available to light in memory of loved ones who have passed on from this life. Information: music@stmichaelsbonair.org. 
 
Sunday, November 5, 5:00 PM 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
Gabriel Fauré “Requiem” 
The Festival Choir* of All Saints Church sings Fauré’s Requiem during the service of Choral Evensong. Scott G. Hayes, Conductor; 
Daniel Stipe, Organist.  *All are welcome to join the Festival Choir, starting rehearsals in October. Contact us at 
music@allsaintsrichmond.org 
 
Saturday, November 18, 7:00 PM 
First Presbyterian Church 
4602 Cary Street, Richmond 
Rheinberger's Second Organ Concerto in G Minor  
Bruce Stevens will perform Josef Rheinberger's magnificent Organ Concerto in G minor with orchestra conducted by Jason 
Brown. 
 
Sunday, November 19, 4:00 PM 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
Richmond Concert Chorale Fall Concert 
The Richmond Concert Chorale, under the direction of Ryan Tibbetts, will present a program of works by composers including 
William Byrd, Melissa Dunphy, Herbert Howells, and Lori Laitman. The program will also include music for oboe, flute, and piano, 
with oboist Sarah Huebsch Schilling and flautist Katharine Tibbetts.  Admission is free with a suggestion donation of $10. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS OF 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES, 
PLEASE VISIT 

www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STAY CONNECTED 

 
Please send submissions for the October Stoplist to Melissa Hawks by September 15. 

 
MOVING? Be sure to notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so that you will continue to 

receive your copy of the “Stoplist” without interruption. 
 

mailto:music@stmichaelsbonair.org
mailto:music@allsaintsrichmond.org
http://www.churchesofvirginia.org/
mailto:pianohawks@gmail.com


 



 
  



FROM THE ARCHIVES 
with Donald Traser 

 
 This month we continue an occasional (perhaps monthly!) feature from our chapter historian featuring old photographs of 
organs, choirs, organists, churches, and so on from my personal collection, and perhaps some from others. 
 
Laurel Street Methodist Church, corner of Laurel and Albemarle streets, was the church where I was baptized and confirmed.  My 
mother’s side of the family started attending there in 1915 when they moved to Richmond.  The parish was founded in 1849, 
the cornerstone of this building was laid in 1880, and the building was destroyed by arsonists in 1968.  The first archival photo 
is a 1939 newspaper photograph of the assembled choirs, promoting upcoming revival services.  Annie Ruth Foster Pettit is the 
organist/director, in the center of the second row from the top.  Also of interest is Bettie Ferguson (second from the right on the 
second row from the bottom), later Mrs. T. K. Slonaker.  She was the mother of future organist and Richmond Chapter member 
C. L. Slonaker.  See The Organ in Richmond for an account of the organ. 
 
The second photo, taken between 1954 and 1956, shows the junior choir with C. L. Slonaker second from the right on the middle 
row.  Third from the right on the back row is organist/director William C. “Pat” Partridge in his first church job.  More about him 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  This summer, he retired as canon precentor of Christ Church Cathedral in St. Louis at the age of 87 
after 42 years of service. 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

 

Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an extension is requested. When a listing 
is removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that the position has been filled. To submit a listing, please contact our 
Referral Service Director,  Betty Girardeau, at bettyg@redfamiliar.com and phone 804-647-0825  
 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
903 Forest Avenue, Richmond 
Seeking part-time organist/pianist for one Sunday morning service and 1 weeknight choir rehearsal.  Special services include 
Thanksgiving Eve, Lessons and Carols, Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and Good Friday.  Cornell Zimmer three manual pipe 
organ.  Annual salary $24,000 per year with four weeks paid vacation accrued each pay period, retirement/pension and book 
and music allowance.  Interested candidates should contact Aaron Miller, Music Director by email amiller@trinityumc.net or by 
phone at 770-757-9594, or the Rev. Brian Siegle by email at bsiegle@trinityumc.net or phone at 804-288-6056. 
 
IMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3263 Old Church Road, Mechanicsville 
Seeking part-time organist/choir director for one Sunday 10:00 AM service and one mid-week choir rehearsal. Special services 
Christmas Eve and Day, Epiphany, Ash wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. Allen two manual organ. Four weeks paid 
vacation, maternity leave, book and music allowance, and continuing education benefits. Salary range $14,000 to $20,000 per 
annum based on education and experience. Interested candidates should contact The Rev. Robin Teasley via email 
at rector@immanueloc.org, phone 804-338-0698 or Maria Koenig via email at ironbtfly@gmail.com or phone 804-972-0442. 
 

mailto:amiller@trinityumc.net
mailto:bsiegle@trinityumc.net
mailto:rector@immanueloc.org
mailto:ironbtfly@gmail.com


ST PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
110 N Union Street, Petersburg 
Seeking a Soprano Soloist & Bass Soloist starting in September. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM before the worship 
service which begins at 10:30 AM (no weekday rehearsals). Compensation is $75.00 per call. If interested please contact: 
Stephen Henley, Director of Music at 804-647-1152 
or email henley.stephen744@gmail.com 
 
LOUISA COUNTY CATHOLIC COMMUNITY CHURCHES include IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 
1107 Fredericks Hall Rd Bumpass VA 23024 and 
ST JUDE CHURCH 
1137 Davis Highway, Mineral, VA 23117.  
Seeking a part-time organist for 3 separate masses (2 at St. Jude on Saturday at 5pm, Sunday at 11am, and 1 at Immaculate 
Conception on Sundays at 9am), and all Holy Days of Obligation (4-5 per year). Two different electric organ/piano instruments.  IC 
has a Kawaii electronic organ/piano. Compensation total $22,000 per year based on estimate of $420 per week at 52 weeks. 
(Pay per service/rehearsal:  $60 per hour = 5-8 hours per week. ) Helpful if the selected musician is familiar with the Roman 
Catholic liturgy, typical hymns, parts of the Mass and can help the volunteer choirs of both churches improve their ensemble 
singing abilities and better support the Mass.  Interested candidates should contact Peggy Heeke, Office Director, Louisa 
Catholics, at 540-894-4266 or via email at office@louisacatholics.org.  
 
TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CURCH 
7000 Park Avenue, Richmond, VA, 23226.   
Seeking a part-time Director of Music (organist/choir director) for one blended Sunday morning service, incorporating a mix of 
contemporary traditional and gospel music, and a weekly adult choir rehearsal. The church owns 3 octaves of handbells and 
would like to reorganize their handbell choir(s). Allen three manual hybrid  pipe organ.  Additions duties and job description can 
be found at  https://tinyurl.com/TPCMusicDirector.  Annual compensation  range $25,000 to $30,000 depending on 
experience.  Other benefits include accrued paid vacation based on years of service, sick leave, book and music allowance, social 
security, unemployment insurance and continuing education allowance.  Preference will be given to a candidate who has a 
background and experience in both organ and choral direction.  Interested candidates should submit a resume and references 
to Apply@tuckahoepres.org. 
 
BON AIR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
9201 W. Huguenot Road, N. Chesterfield, VA, 23235   
Seeking part-time Minister of Music/organist-Choir Director for two Sunday services (one only during the summer) and one 
weekly adult  choir and adult handbell rehearsals. Special services Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Memorial Day, Blue 
Christmas, Christmas Eve, and  as needed. There are two paid choir section leaders and currently searching for a third. Others 
special singers hired as needed, and brass  players for Easter. Cornel Zimmer three manual pipe organ. Annual compensation 
range $35,000 to $40,000 with four weeks paid vacation,  sick leave, books and music allowance, continuing education, and 
automobile allowance. For a more comprehensive job description and  information about the church please check out this link 
https://bonairpc.org/wp/contact-us/employment/. Interested candidates should  send application materials (cover letter, 
resume, two references) to employment@bonairpc.org.  

  

mailto:henley.stephen744@gmail.com
mailto:office@louisacatholics.org
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SUBSTITUTES 
The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at church services. No specific qualifications 
are  implied by their inclusion on this list. The employer is responsible for determining that a substitute will 
adequately  meet the needs of the church. Questions should be addressed to Betty Girardeau. If you no longer wish to be 
included on  the substitute list, please ask that your name be removed from the list by emailing Betty Girardeau at 
bettyg@redfamiliar.com or by phone at 804-647-0825.   
 

Substitutes Available for All Services and Events  
Byrd, Andrew andrewdbyrd@gmail.com 
Campbell, Mary 804-337-3935 (cell) maryecampbell@comcast.net 
Chenault, Raymond 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com 
Crean, Marianne 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org 
Debbie Davis 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com 
Edison, Peter 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com 
Freude, Sharon 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net  
Grant, Cathy 434-293-0617 (Charlottesville, VA) mclgrant@centurylink.net 
Heath, Larry 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com 
Heath, Margie K. 804- 730-2196 (home) 804-387-6948 (cell) mbtwig@aol.com 
Hudson, Teresa 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu 
Hummel, Jeff (804) 543-3106 pipeorganman@comcast.net 
Kerschbaumer, Evelyn 804-744-3147 elkersch@aol.com 
Moro, Don 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com 
 

Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only   
Baird, Robert 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com 
Hargrove, Elizabeth 804-798-1776 or 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net 
Hellmers, Grant 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com 
Jonkman, Crystal 804-330-9976 (home) crystal.jonkman@verizon.net   
     804-301-9976 (cell) crjonkman@stmicaelsbonair.org  
     804-272-0992 x104 (church)   
Kumro, Joel 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 
Lindsey, Charles 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com 
Sachs, David 804-222-2494 Psalm100Pesach@comcast.net 
Schutt, Ed 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net   
Tibbetts, Ryan 302-354-2001 (cell) rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
Van Ornam, Cheryl 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com 
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