
 
October 2024 

 

 

OCTOBER CHAPTER MEETING 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 2024 
Margaret Harper Presents: 

“Colors and Characters of the French Baroque"  
 

An exploration of instrument design, playing technique, and variety of repertoire from an often 
misunderstood era of pipe organ history.  

 
Gather at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:00 PM, program at 7:00 PM  

St. Paul's Episcopal Church  
815 E Grace St, Richmond, VA 23219 



 
Margaret Harper is the Director of Music at Trinity Episcopal Church in Princeton, NJ.  At Trinity, she 
oversees a landmark Episcopal music program, including multiple choirs that have released critically 
acclaimed recordings over the years.  Before coming to Trinity, Margaret served churches in Texas, 
New York, Illinois, and New Hampshire.  She was founding manager of the RSCM-America’s Dallas 
Boys Course and founding director of the Choir School at St. John’s in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
 
Margaret also maintains an active schedule as a solo performer and a guest conductor.  She has 
been hailed by The Diapason magazine for her “impeccable” playing and by the Boston Musical 
Intelligencer for “outstandingly lively, punchy” performances. Croatian newspaper Glas Slavonije 
writes, “The freezing cold of a January evening dominated the cathedral in Djakovo, but it could not 
diminish the richness and warmth of sound brought out of the cathedral organ by Margaret 
Harper.”  Summer concerts in 2024 brought her to England and Germany, and the 2024-2025 season 
will include trips across the US and to Sweden. 
 
Margaret has also served on faculty at Baylor University and the University of Southern Maine, 
teaching organ and harpsichord. Margaret holds a DMA and a Performer’s Certificate from the 
Eastman School of Music.  She has served in leadership roles for various chapters of the American 
Guild of Organists, the Association of Anglican Musicians, and the Royal School of Church Music - 
America. She has presented papers and given recitals at conferences of several national 
organizations, including the American Guild of Organists, Organ Historical Society, Association of 
Anglican Musicians, and American Bach Society.  

 
1998 Manuel Rosales & Associates, Opus 22, 3 manuals, 51 ranks 

 
RSVP to Paul Honaker (paul.honaker@comcast.net or 804-467-6441) by Sunday, October 6. When 
you RSVP, please let Paul know if you require a vegetarian or gluten-free option. (Menu: Parmesan 
Chicken, Tossed Salad, Rosemary Roasted Potatoes, Steamed Broccoli, Sliced Bread, Chocolate 
Pecan Triangles; Vegetarian Option: Parmesan Baked Portobella) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:paul.honaker@comcast.net


NOVEMBER CHAPTER MEETING  
 

Tuesday, November 12, 2024 
Choral Conducting Workshop by Ryan Tibbetts, Dean, Richmond Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists 
 

Gather at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., program at 7:00 p.m.  
St. Mary's Episcopal Church  

12291 River Rd, Richmond, VA 23238 
 
 

JANUARY CHAPTER MEETING  
 

Monday, January 27, 2025 
Presentation on the construction of the Juget-Sinclair, Op. 55 gallery organ by Daniel Sañez 

 
Gather at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., program at 7:00 p.m. 

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart  
823 Cathedral Pl, Richmond, VA 23220 

 
FEBRUARY CHAPTER MEETING 

 
TBD, February, 2025 

Meet the Composer: Rebecca te Velde 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

6000 Grove Ave, Richmond, VA 23226 
 

MARCH CHAPTER MEETING 
 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 
Ted Davis presents “So you think Bach can dance?: A fresh look at some of Bach’s organ preludes & 

fugues and the often-overlooked influence of French Dance” 
College of William & Mary 

200 Stadium Dr, Williamsburg, VA 23185 
Joint event with Tidewater AGO 

 
MAY CHAPTER MEETING 

 
Tuesday, May 20, 2025 

May Chapter Meeting and Scholarship Student Recital  
First Presbyterian Church  

4602 Cary Street Rd, Richmond, VA 23226 
 



THE DEAN'S LETTER TO MEMBERS 
 

I’m writing this letter the morning after our first Chapter events – dinner at 
All Saints Episcopal Church with installation of officers prior to Alan 
Morrison’s Recital Series performance at River Road Church, Baptist. Both 
events were wonderful, and well attended, so it feels like our program year 
is off to a good start! 
 
Our next Chapter event is coming up very soon – on Tuesday, October 8 at 
7:00 PM, Dr. Margaret Harper will present what’s sure to be a fascinating 
program on French Baroque organ music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
downtown Richmond. We’ll have dinner prior to that program as well, and 
in fact, all of our evening meetings this year will begin with a dinner as 
a way to offer a regular opportunity for fellowship among our members. 
 
I do want to note that starting with this dinner, costs will rise to $20 per 
person for the rest of the year (with the exception of the February dinner, 
which will be a little bit more because the venue requires a different 
caterer). That is the actual cost of dinner per person with our caterer, which we’ve been able to subsidize a bit in recent 
years – but realistically, $20 for dinner these days is not a bad deal, and the Executive Committee agreed that it made sense 
to raise the price. 
 
On the topic of meals, we’ll have our first Dean’s Lunch of the program year at noon on Tuesday, October 22 at MOSAIC 
(6229-A River Rd, Richmond, 23229). Please RSVP to me by Tuesday, October 15 if you can make it! 
 
I hope all of your fall activities have started well, and I’m looking forward to seeing you at an upcoming Chapter event! 
 
Ryan Tibbetts, D.M., CAGO 
rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
804-784-5678, ext. 14 

 

AROUND THE TOWN 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 6, 5:00 PM 
All Saints Church, 8787 River Road, Richmond 
All Saints resumes its series of 1st Sunday Evensongs on October 6 at 5:00 PM. All Saints Choristers 
(formerly the Boys & Girls Choirs) and Schola (a newly formed auditioned group to support the 
Choristers) will sing Charles Villiers Stanford’s Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in G; Peter Hallock’s “The 
Lord is My Light”, and a psalm tone by our own Daniel Stipe. Beginning at 5:00 PM, the prelude 
will be offered by Sarah Saul, flute and Daniel Stipe, piano. The service is followed by a community 
dinner and all are welcome! 
 
Friday, November 1, 7:00 PM 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 2040 McRae Road, Bon Air 
Choral Evensong for All Saints’ Day 
St. Michael’s Gallery Choir, directed by Grant Hellmers, will sing works by Walford Davies, Stanford, 
Goss, and Preces and Responses by Grant Hellmers.  Candles will be available to light in memory of 
loved ones.  A reception will follow.   Information:  music@stmichaelsbonair.org 

mailto:rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org


Sunday, November 3, 4:00 PM 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Capitol Square, Richmond 
Choral Evensong for the Feast of All Souls' Day 
The St. Paul's Choir, under the direction of Dr. Christopher Reynolds, will present a service of 
Choral Evensong on Sunday, November 3rd at 4:00 pm. The choir will perform works by Robert 
Lehman, Jessica French, William H. Harris, and John Tavener. A festive reception will be held 
afterwards. Childcare is provided and all are welcome. 
 
Sunday, November 10, 3:00 PM 
All Saints Church, 8787 River Road, Richmond 
Ralph Vaughan Williams – Dona Nobis Pacem 
The Festival Choir of All Saints Church (Scott Hayes, conductor) will sing Vaughan William’s cantata 
“Dona Nobis Pacem” on Sunday, November 10 at 3:00 PM, with soloists Ryan Tibbetts and Cathern 
Hazelwood. Accompanied by string ensemble and organ (Daniel Stipe). Written in 1936 with 
recent wars in memory and growing signs of coming war, “Dona Nobis Pacem” is a plea for peace, 
using words of the Mass, poems by Walt Whitman, and biblical texts.  
  
Sunday, December 1, 4:00 PM 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Capitol Square, Richmond 
A Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 
The St. Paul's Choir will present a service of Advent Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 1st at 
4:00 pm. The choir will present pieces by Palestrina, Howard Helvey, Paul Manz, Mark Sirett, and 
others. A festive reception will be held afterwards. Childcare is provided and all are welcome. 
 
 
 

OCTOBER RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS 

 
Beth Melcher Davis - 10/1 

Debbie Davis - 10/1 
Crystal Jonkman - 10/1 

Deke Polifka - 10/2 
Wanda Bond - 10/7 
Steve Henley - 10/7 

Patrick Dahlman - 10/8 
Daniel Stipe - 10/9 
Bob Ford - 10/10 

Mary Elizabeth Campbell - 10/12 
Peter Edison - 10/16 

Donald Anderson - 10/18 
Bill Drake - 10/28 

Jeff Hummel - 10/29 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 

 



IN MEMORY OF RON DAVIS 
 

Long-time member Ron Davis passed away on August 23. His obituary, which appeared in the Richmond Times-
Dispatch on September 22, may be read is attached. 

 
A eulogy, written by Ron's spouse, Jesus Palacios is available is also attached. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 
September 17, Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church (and via Zoom) 

 
Kenna Payne presented Chapter Financial Statements through 6/30/24 (full fiscal year) and Organ Repertoire 

Recital Series Financial Statements through 6/30/24 (full fiscal year). She also presented Chapter Financial 
Statements at and through 8/31/24 (2 months of the new fiscal year).  

 
Allen Bean reported that he and Melissa Robinson have completed a detailed review of the Chapter’s financial 

processes, financial statements, and investment statements. They concluded that the chapter’s financial 
standing is strong. 

 
Chris Martin was appointed to the vacant position previously held by Robert Baird. 

 
Michael Housden, Investment Advisor at Morgan Stanley, provided a review of the Chapter’s 

investment portfolio. The year-to-date rate of return stands at 7.67%. 
 

The alternative hymn harmonization project is underway, with over 30 submissions from Richmond 
Chapter members. 

 
There will be 3 scholarship students for the coming year, including one new student. 

 
  

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/timesdispatch/name/ronald-davis-obituary?id=56360947
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vx_w8ksIRaVS_X7CgZ3OjSDBrKevCAiE/view?usp=sharing


LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2024-2025 

 

 
  



POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 
 
Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an extension is requested. When a listing is 
removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that the position has been filled. To submit a listing, please contact our Referral 
Service Director,  Betty Girardeau, at bettyg@redfamiliar.com and phone 804-647-0825  
 
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
2341 Winterfield Road, Midlothian 
Seeking a part-time Organist/Choir Director for two Sunday morning services (the early service is contemporary, the later one is 
traditional), and one weekly adult choir rehearsal. Special services on All Saints, Lessons and Carols, Christmas Eve, and the Easter 
Vigil. Kenneth Jones four manual hybrid pipe-digitally sampled pipe works organ. First offered to play for weddings and funerals of 
church members. The choir consists of professional and volunteer singers. The successful candidate should have a degree in music, 
music education, sacred music or the equivalent with strong skills as an accompanist and performer on both organ and piano, as well 
as being skilled in improvising, and have knowledge of the Anglican music tradition. Should be able to attend and participate in 
weekly staff meetings. Annual salary $28,000, commensurate with experience. Four weeks paid vacation, book and music allowance, 
social security. Qualified applicants will be invited to an in-person interview that will include an instrumental audition with one 
prepared organ piece, one prepared piano piece, sight-reading, and leading a choir rehearsal. Interested candidates should contact 
The Rev. Mollie M. Roberts via email at mothermollie@redeemermidlothian.org or by phone at 804-379-8899. 
 
BON AIR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9201 Huguenot Road, Bon Air 
Seeking a professional singer for tenor/baritone choir section leader and solo opportunities.  Candidates should be thoroughly 
trained in the vocal arts, with exceptional sight-singing ability, flexibility in sound, and ability to work with a diverse 
ensemble.  Mastery of differing musical styles is imperative.  Candidates should have a degree or be actively seeking a degree in 
music with voice strongly preferred.  Auditions will include an art song/aria of the applicant’s choice, sight singing of a hymn as well 
as an anthem that may be sung by the choir.  This position runs from September through the end of May with Wednesday night 
rehearsals, reoccurring Sunday services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM, and other special services throughout the year, including Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Easter, and Christmas services. Compensation $75 per call with an estimated 2-3 calls per week. 
Interested applicants should email a resume and statement of interest to meredith@bonairpc.org. 
 
MAY MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
3922 Old Buckingham Road, Powhatan 
Seeking part-time Music Minister/Organist for one Sunday morning service and one weekly adult choir rehearsal. Special services 
Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday.  Allen two manual organ.  Annual salary starting at $15,000 with four weeks 
paid vacation, continuing education, book and music allowance, and sick leave.  Interested candidates should contact the Rev. 
Michael Edwards via email revmkedwards@gmail.com or by calling the church at 804-598-3098. 
 
ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
12201 Richmond Street, Chester 
St. John’s is seeking  a tenor section leader/soloist for one traditional service and one rehearsal (currently on Wednesday nights) per 
week. The position begins on September 3 and pays $600 per month. Additional services may be scheduled for Advent, Christmas 
Eve, and Lent. Those interested should contact Aubrey Lindsey at alindsey@stjohnschester.com or 804-389-9417. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS OF 
CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES, 

PLEASE VISIT 

www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.churchesofvirginia.org/


STAY CONNECTED 
 

Please send submissions for the November Stoplist to Melissa Hawks by the October 20. 
 

MOVING? Be sure to notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so that you will continue to 
receive your copy of the “Stoplist” without interruption. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

SUBSTITUTES 
The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at church services. No specific qualifications 
are  implied by their inclusion on this list. The employer is responsible for determining that a substitute will 
adequately  meet the needs of the church. Questions should be addressed to Betty Girardeau. If you no longer wish to be 
included on  the substitute list, please ask that your name be removed from the list by emailing Betty Girardeau at 
bettyg@redfamiliar.com or by phone at 804-647-0825.   
 
Substitutes Available for All Services and Events  
Campbell, Mary 804-337-3935 (cell) maryecampbell@comcast.net 
Chenault, Raymond 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com 
Clark, Diann 703-725-9571 cdiannclark@gmail.com  
Crean, Marianne 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org 
Debbie Davis 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com 
Edison, Peter 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com 
Freude, Sharon 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net  
Fuller, Mikey 804-896-2713 me@mikeyfuller.com 
Grant, Cathy 434-293-0617 (Charlottesville, VA) mclgrant@centurylink.net 
Heath, Margie K. 804- 730-2196 (home) 804-387-6948 (cell) mbtwig@aol.com 
Hudson, Teresa 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu 
Hummel, Jeff 804 543-3106 pipeorganman@comcast.net 
Kay, Carla 570 234-6544 (cell) carlakaymusic@gmail.com  
Kerschbaumer, Evelyn 804-744-3147 elkersch@aol.com 
Miller, Ben 757-870-8010 Ben@TheMillerStudio.com 
Moro, Don 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com 
Sachs, Sachs 804-222-25494 psalm100pesach@comcast.net 
Uzel, Jeannine 804-932-961, juzel64@gmail.com 
 
Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only   
Baird, Robert 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com 
Byrd, Andrew andrewdbyrd@gmail.com 
Hargrove, Elizabeth 804-798-1776 or 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net 
Heath, Larry 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com 
Hellmers, Grant 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com 
Jonkman, Crystal 804-330-9976 (home) crystal.jonkman@verizon.net   
     804-301-9976 (cell) crjonkman@stmicaelsbonair.org  
     804-272-0992 x104 (church)   
Kumro, Joel 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 
Lindsey, Charles 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com 
Sachs, David 804-222-2494 Psalm100Pesach@comcast.net 
Schutt, Ed 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net   
Tibbetts, Ryan 302-354-2001 (cell) rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
Van Ornam, Cheryl 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com  
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Copyright © 2024 Richmond Chapter American Guild of Organists, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you are a member of the Richmond Chapter American Guild of Organists and have 

shared your email address with the chapter for chapter correspondence. 
 

Our mailing address is: 
Richmond Chapter American Guild of Organists 

PO Box 8644 
Richmond, VA 23226 

Add us to your address book 
 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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