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FEBRUARY CHAPTER MEETING 

MEET THE COMPOSER 
Tuesday, February 18, 2025, St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Program 

  
The Richmond Chapter of the American Guild of Organists welcomes composer Rebecca Groom te 
Velde, who will discuss her background, approach to composition, and her work as co-editor of the 
Oxford Hymn Settings for Organists series. She and several Chapter members will play examples 
from the most recent volumes of the Oxford series that showcase a breadth of styles and 
compositional techniques. 
  
Dinner will be provided through St. Stephen's, and will cost $25/person. The menu will consist of 
herb-crusted pork tenderloin with gravy, penne pasta, sweet potato and squash hash, and broccoli 
salad. Please register at this link by Tuesday, February 11. You can also call the church office 
at 804-288-2867 to register. 

  

https://checkout.square.site/buy/CHX2IPTW2JQQMP2GCNPO5MFR


Rebecca Groom te Velde, M.Mus., AAGO, is a 
fourth-generation organist and composer. In 
Sept. 2024 she was named Organist/Director of 
Music Emerita at First Presbyterian Church 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma where she served 33 
years as Organist, the last ten also as Director 
of Music. 2024 also marked her 50th year as a 
professional church musician. After studying 
organ, composition and church music with her 
father, Lester H. Groom, at Seattle Pacific 
University (B.A.), she earned her master’s 
degree in organ performance and literature from 
The University of Western Ontario, where her 
organ studies were with Hugh J. McLean and 
composition with Jack Behrens. In 1980, she 
was a finalist in the National Organ Playing 
Competition of the American Guild of Organists 
and a participant in the Flor Peeters 
International Masterclass in Mechelen, Belgium. A full grant from the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) enabled her post-graduate organ study in 1980-81 with Michael Schneider at the 
Musikhochschule Köln and with Almut Rössler in Düsseldorf. She has concertized in the U.S., 
Canada, Germany, England and Switzerland, and taught as an adjunct instructor at Oklahoma 
State University (Introduction to Music) and Oklahoma City University (organ). 
  
As a composer, Becky has published with Oxford University Press, Santa Barbara Music Publishing, 
Darcey Press, GIA, and Selah Music Publishing. She is the U.S. co-editor and a contributing 
composer for Oxford Hymn Settings for Organists Vols. 1–9, together with U.K. co-editors David 
Blackwell (Vols. 1-6), David Bednall (Vol. 7), and Alan Bullard (Vols. 8-9). She was a commissioned 
composer for the AGO 2016 Houston national convention Bayoubüchlein project, and the Tulsa 
2023 Southwest Region AGO convention commissioned her to write an organ piece for Brent te 
Velde to premier during his solo recital at that convention. 
  
In retirement, Becky is already enjoying having more time for composition, and she hopes to 
shepherd a growing number of completed commissions into print, including the Partita on 
Bereden väg för Herran that is dedicated to Brent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGAN REPERTOIRE RECITAL SERIES 

 

Monday, March 3, 2025 
Chapter Dinner and ORRS recital 
Gather at 6:00 p.m. for dinner 
Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
8 N Laurel St, Richmond 
  
7:30 PM Walk to 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
823 Cathedral Pl, Richmond 
Organ Repertoire Recital Series presents: Jean-Baptiste Robin 
Organist of the Royal Chapel at the Palace of Versailles, Paris, France 
Professor of Organ and Composition at the Versailles Regional Conservatory 
 
See full flyer here. 

 

If you plan to attend the dinner, RSVP to Paul Honaker (paul.honaker@comcast.net or 804-467-
6441) by noon on February 28. When you RSVP, please let Paul know if you require a vegetarian or 
gluten-free option. The cost of the dinner is $20. Checks may be made out to Richmond AGO. 
(Menu: Chicken Marsala, Tossed Salad, Rice Pilaf, Honeyed String Beans, Sliced Bread, Apple 
Turnovers. Vegetarian Option: Marsala Baked Portobella) 

 

SPRING 2025 CHAPTER MEETINGS 

 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 
Ted Davis presents “So you think Bach can dance?: A fresh look at some of Bach’s organ preludes & 
fugues and the often-overlooked influence of French Dance” 
College of William & Mary 
200 Stadium Dr, Williamsburg, VA 23185 
Joint event with Tidewater AGO 
 
Tuesday, May 20, 2025 
Chapter Meeting and Scholarship Student Recital  
First Presbyterian Church  
4602 Cary Street Rd, Richmond, VA 23226 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Ny_wWi1nyz8wC19pQgF5JnP53hHE3x1/view?usp=sharing


DEAN'S LETTER TO MEMBERS 

Happy New Year! After getting through Advent and 
Christmas, I generally hope for an uneventful January, but 
this year was anything but. On the plus side, January 
kicked off with some great music – I was very happy to be 
part of the choir for a fantastic performance of Handel’s 
Dixit Dominus and C.P.E. Bach’s Magnificat led by Daniel 
Sañez at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart and then to 
hear Daniel Stipe play a wonderful recital on the 
Cathedral’s Juget-Sinclair Gallery Organ (which also 
incorporated the Choir Organ for some nifty 
antiphonal effects!) the following evening. On the minus 
side, not having water for two days was rather less than 
enjoyable! January was so eventful, in fact, that I 
completely forgot that I'd planned to organize a Dean's 
Lunch (and since nobody emailed to ask me about it, it 
clearly fell off everyone else's radar, too!), so let's try again on Wednesday, February 12 at 12:00 PM 
at Joe's Inn in Bon Air (2616 Buford Rd). Please drop me a line by Friday, February 7 to let me know if 
you can make it. 

By the time you read this, we’ll have had our first Chapter meeting of 2025, so thank you in advance 
(from my current perspective) to Daniel Sañez for hosting and presenting on the Cathedral’s 
aforementioned Gallery Organ. Our meeting this month will continue our “Meet the Composer” 
series that in recent years has featured Howard Helvey, Adolphus Hailstork, and Mary Beth Bennett. 
On February 18, we welcome Rebecca Groom te Velde, who for the last several years has been co-
editor of the Oxford Hymn Settings for Organists. She’ll discuss her background and approach to 
composition and her work on the Oxford series, and she and a few Chapter members will play 
examples of her music and several pieces by other composers featured in the most recent volumes 
of the OHSO. The details are all listed above – please note that dinner registration is being run 
through St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church through a link we’ve provided, and that the deadline to 
register for dinner is Tuesday, February 11. 

A few weeks later, our next Chapter event will be a Monday, March 3 dinner at Grace & Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church at 6:00 PM, prior to Jean-Baptiste Robin’s 7:30 PM Organ Repertoire Recital 
Series performance one block over at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart. I hope many of you will be 
able to attend the dinner and bring a guest – this isn’t restricted to Chapter members, so please 
bring your spouse, significant other, or an organ-loving friend with you! 

I hope 2025 is off to a good start for all of you, and I hope to see you at a Chapter event or other 
concert or service sometime soon! 

Ryan Tibbetts, D.M., CAGO 
rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
804-784-5678, ext. 14 

 



AROUND THE TOWN 

 

Saturday, February 15, 2025, 4:00 PM 
Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
8 N. Laurel Street, Richmond 
Valentines on Broadway: A Romantic Afternoon with Scott Wichmann and Jason Marks 
Two of Richmond’s most celebrated theatrical talents will present a program of love songs from the 
great American songbook and the Broadway stage, along with some swinging Sinatra, and a few 
surprises. Scott and Jason are best known to Richmond audiences from their performances 
together in “The Producers” and “1776” with Virginia Repertory Theatre. You’re sure to feel the love 
of Valentine’s Day with these award-winning stars in a concert not to be missed. The program will 
also feature Ryan Corbitt on piano. There will be a reception following the concert. Admission is 
$20. To purchase advance admissions, please visit ghtc.org/concerts. 
  
February 15 at 7:30 PM 
River Road Church, Baptist 
8000 River Road, Richmond 
Washington and Lee University Singers and 
Virginia State University Concert Choir 
Free - contributions accepted 
  
February 22 at 7:00 PM 
River Road Church, Baptist 
The William and Mary Choir 
Free - contributions accepted 
  
Sunday, February 23, 2025 10:30 AM 
Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
Greater Richmond Children’s Choir 
The internationally award-winning Greater Richmond Children’s Choir (GRCC), led by Artistic 
Director, Crystal Jonkman, and Associate Director, Roshan Chakane, will sing anthems and lead the 
hymns and service music at the worship service. Now in its 28th season, GRCC has sung on four 
continents in over 40 languages and is recognized for its commitment to excellence and diversity. 
  
Saturday, March 8, 2025 4:00 PM 
Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
A Musical Offering: A Lenten Recital in Gibson Memorial Chapel Featuring the beautiful sounds of 
the new Chapel organ, three well-known Richmond musicians will join together to perform solo and 
ensemble works by Bach, Vivaldi, Telemann, Franck, Phillips, and Hustad. Cheryl Van Ornam, 
organist, Christine Ertell, flutist, and Jacquelin Spears, cellist, have performed frequently in 
Richmond and also at Bruton Parish Church in Historic Williamsburg. Several hymns with 
instrumental accompaniment will also be sung. There will be a reception following the recital. 
Admission is free. 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



CHAPTER ELECTIONS 

The Nominating Committee will be seeking members to stand for the Chapter elections in May 
2025. If you would like to suggest someone (or offer your own name), please contact committee 
chair Marianne Crean at creanm@stcva.org or 804-360-2976. The committee will present the slate 
to the Executive Committee at their next meeting in early February, so please reach out to Marianne 
by the end of January at the latest.  

 

LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2024-2025 

 

mailto:creanm@stcva.org


FEBRUARY RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS 

Carolyn Clark - 2/3 
Jacob Giancaterino - 2/3 

Kenna Payne - 2/4 
Rebecca Davy - 2/8 

Nancy Reed - 2/8 
Bruce Stevens - 2/19 
Sally Warthen - 2/28 

 

 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an extension 
is requested. When a listing is removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that the position 
has been filled. To submit a listing, please contact our Referral Service Director,  Betty Girardeau, at 
bettyg@redfamiliar.com and phone 804-647-0825  

GRACE AND HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
8 N. Laurel Street 
Seeking part-time Assistant Choirmaster and organist to share the organ playing with the 
Choirmaster and Organist for one Sunday morning service and to accompany the Parish Choir 
rehearsals on Thursday evenings from September – June.  Special services include Choral 
Evensongs, Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and a major choral work in the spring with a chamber ensemble.  Also assist at weekly 
Children’s Choir rehearsals on Sunday mornings and accompany  them on Children and Youth 
Sundays and other services from September to May. The Assistant also leads the Youth 
Instrumental Ensemble for rehearsals and services. Occasionally, the Assistant will conduct the 
Parish Choir or vocal ensembles at worship services and lead sectional rehearsals. The assistant 
should being willing to embrace opportunities to conduct the Parish Choir, vocal ensembles, and 
be an advocate for children’s participation in worship services throughout the year. Additionally, the 
assistant should be willing to help support outreach to students, faculty and staff at the 
neighboring Virginia Commonwealth University nearby residents of the Fan and those that work in 
the area and to explore new outreach possibilities. The church has a 63 rank 1979 Austin pipe organ 
with trompette-en-Chamade and antiphonal division. Candidate should have 2-5 years of 
experience and at least a Bachelor’s Degree in Music. The candidate should be a skilled organist 
and pianist. Starting salary is $30,000 to $35,000 per year depending on prior experience. 
Interested applicants should send a cover letter, resume, one recording of an organ piece suitable 
for a prelude, one for a postlude, and three references to Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis, Choirmaster 
and Organist via email at emelcherdavis@ghtc.org. She can be reached by phone at 804-359-5628, 
ext 18. More information about the church can be found at its website www.ghtc.org. 

 

mailto:emelcherdavis@ghtc.org
http://www.ghtc.org/


CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Forest Hill Avenue and 43rd Street, Richmond   
Seeking part-time Minister of Music (organist/choir director) for one Sunday morning service and 
one weekly choir rehearsal. There is also a 3 octave handbell choir. Special services Christmas Eve, 
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. Provide music for funerals and weddings as 
negotiated. Dobson 2 manual organ. Annual compensation $24,000 per year with four weeks paid 
vacation, funding provided for professional development and AGO membership dues. Stipends for 
weddings and funerals $150 per service.  Candidates should have professional experience in 
musical performance and in directing volunteer singers.  Experience leading liturgical worship and 
fluency in traditional sacred music and hymnody as well as experience leading bell 
choirs.  Interested persons should submit a cover letter, resume, and three professional references 
to rector@goodshepherdrichmond.org. Applicants agrees to submit a background check and, if 
hired, attend training on the prevention of sexual abuse of children and adults. The church website 
can be found at www.goodshepherdrichmond.org. 
 
WILLIAMSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH 
227 Richmond Road, Williamsburg 
Seeking part-time organist/choir director for two Sunday morning worship services and Wednesday 
evening choir rehearsals. Occasional special services including Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, 
and Good Friday. Interested candidates should have proficiency and experience in organ and choral 
conducting, proficiency in one or more music scoring/editing/transposition software programs 
such as Dorico. SmartScore and/or Musescore. Candidates should also have experience in leading 
congregational singing and in choir and solo accompaniment.  Petty-Madden three manual pipe 
organ with a Steinway studio grand in the sanctuary. Annual compensation $15,600 based on $30 
per hour for an average 10 hour week, paid bi-monthly. Two weeks paid annual leave. Candidates 
should have a completed, recent background check to be eligible for hiring.  Interested individuals 
should contact Ellen Rolland, Music Coordinator via email at erolland1@cox.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rector@goodshepherdrichmond.org
http://www.goodshepherdrichmond.org/
mailto:erolland1@cox.net


SUBSTITUTES 

The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at church services. No 
specific qualifications are  implied by their inclusion on this list. The employer is responsible for 
determining that a substitute will adequately  meet the needs of the church. Questions should 
be addressed to Betty Girardeau. If you no longer wish to be included on  the substitute list, please 
ask that your name be removed from the list by emailing Betty Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com 
or by phone at 804-647-0825.   
  
Substitutes Available for All Services and Events  
Campbell, Mary 804-337-3935 (cell) maryecampbell@comcast.net 
Chenault, Raymond 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com 
Clark, Diann 703-725-9571 cdiannclark@gmail.com  
Crean, Marianne 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org 
Debbie Davis 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com 
Edison, Peter 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com 
Freude, Sharon 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net  
Fuller, Mikey 804-896-2713 me@mikeyfuller.com 
Grant, Cathy 434-293-0617 (Charlottesville, VA) mclgrant@centurylink.net 
Heath, Margie K. 804- 730-2196 (home) 804-387-6948 (cell) mbtwig@aol.com 
Hudson, Teresa 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu 
Hummel, Jeff 804 543-3106 pipeorganman@comcast.net 
Kay, Carla 570 234-6544 (cell) carlakaymusic@gmail.com  
Kerschbaumer, Evelyn 804-744-3147 elkersch@aol.com 
Miller, Ben 757-870-8010 Ben@TheMillerStudio.com 
Moro, Don 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com 
Sachs, Sachs 804-222-25494 psalm100pesach@comcast.net 
Uzel, Jeannine 804-932-961, juzel64@gmail.com 
 
Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only   
Baird, Robert 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com 
Byrd, Andrew andrewdbyrd@gmail.com 
Hargrove, Elizabeth 804-798-1776 or 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net 
Heath, Larry 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com 
Hellmers, Grant 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com 
Jonkman, Crystal 804-330-9976 (home) crystal.jonkman@verizon.net   
     804-301-9976 (cell) crjonkman@stmicaelsbonair.org  
     804-272-0992 x104 (church)   
Kumro, Joel 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 
Lindsey, Charles 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com 
Sachs, David 804-222-2494 Psalm100Pesach@comcast.net 
Schutt, Ed 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net   
Tibbetts, Ryan 302-354-2001 (cell) rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
Van Ornam, Cheryl 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com  

mailto:bettyg@redfamiliar.com
mailto:maryecampbell@comcast.net
mailto:rchenaultduo@gmail.com
mailto:creanm@stcva.org
mailto:purerair@gmail.com
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mailto:grant.hellmers@gmail.com
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mailto:ago.cheryl@gmail.com


STAY CONNECTED 

Please send submissions for the March Stoplist to Melissa Hawks by February 20. 

MOVING? Be sure to notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so that you will 
continue to receive your copy of the “Stoplist” without interruption. 

 

FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS OF 
CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES, 

PLEASE VISIT 
www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org 
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