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DEAN'S LETTER TO MEMBERS 

As you’re reading this, hopefully things are starting to settle 
down for all of you as we head into the summer. My two 
community choirs have wrapped up; my church choir will sing 
for a few more weeks, but we only have a few mid-week 
rehearsals left, and St. Mary’s has switched to its summer 
service schedule. Things are starting to wind down, and I think I 
can take a bit of a breather before I have to start planning the 
next season in earnest! 
 
In May, we had the last few events of the 2024-25 program year 
- a wonderful Recital Series performance by Jonathan Ryan that 
really showed oƯ the breadth of the Taylor & Boody organ at St. 
Michael’s, and our Scholarship Student Recital, featuring two 
very fine performances by Patrick Dahlman and William Tan. Many thanks to everyone who took 
part in making those events happen, and to everyone who contributed to this past season, as well!  
 
Plans for the coming season are already underway - Joel Kumro, our Sub-Dean, convened a 
Program Committee meeting last week, and we have a solid draft of programs that we’re working on 
building out. The schedule will be announced later this summer. Next year’s Recital Series will 
feature performances by Thomas Sheehan (Tuesday, October 7 at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church), 
Monica Czausz Berney (Friday, April 10 at University of Richmond’s Cannon Memorial Chapel), and 
Dong-Il Shin (Friday, April 24 at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart), all of which should be wonderful 
(and all of which will be at 7:30pm).  
 
We also had our Chapter elections at the May meeting, so I’d like to congratulate Larry Heath, who 
will be joining the Executive Committee as an Auditor, and Grant Holcomb and Gary Kunde, our 
newest Members-at-Large. Many thanks again to Marianne Creane and the Nominating Committee 
for their work in putting together the slate of nominees! 
While we’re done with oƯicial Chapter programs for the summer, I thought we might try to have a 
few get-together options for those who might be interested; to that end, let’s plan for two Dean’s 



Happy Hours in June and July - the first on Tuesday, June 24 from 4-6 at Hardywood Pizza Kitchen 
and Taproom (2410 Ownby Lane, Richmond, 23220), and then on Tuesday, July 22 from 4-6 at 
Hardywood West Creek (820 Sanctuary Trail Drive, Richmond, 23238) - both of them have non-
alcoholic beverages and some food available, too, and both have nice outdoor spaces as well as 
indoor space if the weather looks bad. You can email me at the address below to RSVP - I can’t 
make a reservation, but it would be nice for me to know that other people were actually going to 
show up! We may do something in August as well; I’ll have more about that in the August Stoplist if 
that’s the case. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful summer, and I’m looking forward to seeing you around or in the fall! 

Ryan Tibbetts, D.M., CAGO 
rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
804-784-5678, ext. 14 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 

By the time you read this article, and IF your AGO dues renewal cycle is July 1, you may have already 
received your membership dues renewal invoice by email or mail. Payment is due by July 1.  
 
Whenever you do get your invoice, we ask that you pay it promptly. If you recall, the AGO has greatly 
shortened the grace period for late payments (to about two weeks). The Chapter’s leadership does 
follow up on past-due invoices, but it saves everyone time, eƯort, and anxiety if you pay on time. 
 
If your membership renews at any other month-end, the short grace period does apply to all dues 
cycles, so everyone needs to be aware of their invoices and pay the dues promptly. 
  
Thanks for your prompt payment!! 
  
Kenna Payne, 
Treasurer 



 



 

 



 

LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2024-2025 

 

 

  



MAY CHAPTER MEETING SUMMARY 
Photo and Report by Bill Van Pelt 

 

The Richmond Chapter met to present two students in the Chapter's New Organist Scholarship 
Program in a concert for the public at First Presbyerian Church (1988 Andover Organ Op. 100, 3m, 
48 rks). Performing were scholarship recipients Patrick Dahlman and Wiliam Tan, both having 
advanced to employment as church organists following two or more years of organ study. Both 
entered the scholarship with strong keyboard skills. The Chapter's scholarship recipients receive 
private lessons with experienced instructors who are compensated by the Chapter. Dahlman, now 
Director of Music Ministry at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Brook Hill, studied in 2024-25 with Dr. 
Christopher Reynolds, Director of Music at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Richmond. Tan, Principal 
Organist at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Richmond, studied with 
Daniel Stipe, Principal Organist of 
All Saints Episcopal Church, 
Richmond. Dahlman played 
Mendelssohn: Prelude in G, op. 37; 
Johannes Matthias Michel: Bossa 
Nova; Vierne: Carillon, op. 31, no. 
11. Tan played J. S. Bach: four 
settings of "Nun komm, der Heiden 
Heiland:" Chorale Preludes  BWV 
599 & 659; Trio, BWV 660; 
Fughetta, BWV 661; Andre J. 
Thomas: Fantasy on the Negro 
Spiritual "Walk Together, Children;" 
Duruflé: Prélude et Choral Varié, 
op. 4. Members elected oƯicers 
and dined before the concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: 
The Richmond Chapter's New Organist Scholarship recipients William Tan and Patrick Dahlman 
(center left and right) played a public concert on May 20. Their instructors for the past year have 
been Daniel Stipe, left, and Christopher Reynolds, right. 



ARE YOU A COBBLER? 
Submitted by Kenna Payne 

Are You a Cobbler? 
  
There is a proverb that says, ‘The cobbler’s son always goes barefoot.’ Are the members of the 
AGO Richmond Chapter a bunch of cobblers? 
  
The Executive Committee has developed a new summertime project for the members of the 
Richmond AGO chapter. Just as with the 2024 Reharmonization project, it is not mandatory nor 
competitive. But unlike the 2024 project, it doesn’t even need a response to the Chapter. During 
the summer of 2025, we encourage the members to plan their own funeral – to NOT be a 
cobbler’s son or daughter. 
  
Of course, if you’ve already done so, well done! 
  
But a great many of us have not put pen to paper in this planning. I bet it’s all in your head! Don’t just 
think of overall plans, but all of the details. After all, the vast majority of us have played in / are 
playing in / or will play in a religious setting in our careers, so we should consider ourselves to be 
experts in sacred music. 
  
So, here’s the challenge - think about and make decisions concerning your own funeral, 
consulting with friends / family / religious leaders, writing it down, and putting copies of it with 
family members or other people and in safe places. 
  
These plans might include the following – 
Locations – church, funeral homes, elsewhere 
Obituaries – yes or no, contents (maybe even write it) 
Remains - burial vs. cremation 
Church service – maybe not, mass, communion, other style 
Readings – Scriptures, other items 
Music – organ music, hymns, solos, choirs 
People – pastoral leaders, speakers, readers, family members 
Gravesite service or not 
  
How can this become a chapter event? 
  
First, we want people to actually think about their funerals and memorial services, and to commit 
their wishes, desires, and plans to writing. And hopefully we can each set aside time this summer 
to do just that. This can be worked on at the organ, at the kitchen table, on the beach, on the plane, 
at family gatherings, etc. 
  
Second, members might discuss their thoughts on this topic with their AGO colleagues. Two heads 
are often better than one, even in the very personal exercise. 



  
Third (TOTALLY OPTIONAL) - consider sharing your thoughts, ideas, and plans for the music with the 
Chapter. Other Chapter members might be stuck in their own thought process and decision-
making, and we could publish (anonymously, and with a member’s permission, of course) some 
details of music choices in the newsletter. We might even be able to summarize submissions for 
not only music, but also scriptures and readings. 
We do ask that you let me know if you are going to accept the challenge and (at the end of the 
summer) how you fare. This will give us a good indication of interest and participation of this 
summertime project. 
  
Wouldn’t it be nice to get this out of the way? 
  
If you have any questions, please call or email me. 
And Happy Planning! 
  
Kenna Payne 
kennajohnp@aol.com 
1-804-512-5804 (cell) 
 
P.S. There are still copies available of the 2024 Reharmonization packet. Contact me if you want a 
copy. 

 

 

 

 

JUNE RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS 

Cheryl Van Ornam - 6/1 
William Temple - 6/2 
Elizabeth Fryer - 6/7 

Brian Witt - 6/9 
Al Murrell - 6/11 

Bettie Lindsey - 13 
William Tan - 6/14 

Grant Holcomb - 6/15 
Reggie Long - 6/18 
Gary Kunde - 6/19 

William Stokes - 6/24 
David Sachs - 6/25 

Ardyth Lohuis - 6/29 
Bob Gallagher - 6/30  



POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an extension 
is requested. When a listing is removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that the position 
has been filled. To submit a listing, please contact our Referral Service Director,  Betty Girardeau, at 
bettyg@redfamiliar.com and phone 804-647-0825  

Salisbury Presbyterian Church 
13621 W. Salisbury Rd. 
Midlothian, VA 23113 
www.The SalisburyChurch.org 
Seeking Part Time Organist and Accompanist  (approx. 25-30 hrs/week) 
Responsibilities: Play two Sunday morning services and accompany Wednesday evening 
Chancel Choir rehearsals, Sunday morning Sunrise Singer rehearsals, and Sunday evening Youth 
Choir rehearsals. Lead sectional rehearsals as needed. Play for special services and concerts in 
the church year (Christmas Eve, Holy week, etc.) and accompany summer soloists, summer 
choirs, and occasional instrumentalists.  Be available to play for funerals and weddings with 
additional compensation. Teach organ lessons through the Music Academy for additionally 
contracted compensation if desired. Meet with the Director of Music regularly for planning and 
coordination.  The organ is a refurbished Casavant pipe organ with a 4-manual Johannus digital 
console, antiphonal, and enhancements. 
Qualifications: A high level of proficiency on both organ and piano, excellent musicianship & 
accompanying skills, thorough knowledge of sacred organ repertoire, and a collaborative spirit 
are all vital qualities for this position. Bachelor’s degree and previous church music experience 
required. Master’s degree or other advanced studies in music preferred. 
Compensation: Salary of $45,000/year, plus $1,500 professional allowance and 5 weeks of paid 
vacation 
To Apply: Send resume to Dr. Mark Patterson, Director of Music and Composer in Residence 
at PattersonSPC@gmail.com. Candidates may be asked to provide audio/video samples at a later 
time. Review of applicants will begin on June 8 and continue until the position is filled. The 
desired start date for this position is September 2, 2025. 
 
VARINA EPISCOPAL CHURCH, EASTERN HENRICO 
2385 Mill Road, Henrico 
Seeking part-time organist/choir director for one Sunday morning worship service with choir 
rehearsal just before the service. Occasional special services including Christmas Eve, Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. Interested candidates should have proficiency 
and experience in organ and choral conducting as well as choir and solo accompaniment. 2 
manual Rodgers hybrid with an Ivers + Pond Grand Piano in the sanctuary. Annual 
compensation $15,600. Four weeks paid annual leave. Position begins as early as June 1. 
Interested individuals should contact Whitney Edwards, vicar@varinaparish.org 

 

 



SUBSTITUTES 

The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at church services. No 
specific qualifications are  implied by their inclusion on this list. The employer is responsible for 
determining that a substitute will adequately  meet the needs of the church. Questions should 
be addressed to Betty Girardeau. If you no longer wish to be included on  the substitute list, please 
ask that your name be removed from the list by emailing Betty Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com 
or by phone at 804-647-0825.   
  
Substitutes Available for All Services and Events  
Campbell, Mary 804-337-3935 (cell) maryecampbell@comcast.net 
Chenault, Raymond 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com 
Clark, Diann 703-725-9571 cdiannclark@gmail.com  
Crean, Marianne 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org 
Debbie Davis 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com 
Edison, Peter 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com 
Freude, Sharon 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net  
Grant, Cathy 434-293-0617 (Charlottesville, VA) mclgrant@centurylink.net 
Heath, Margie K. 804- 730-2196 (home) 804-387-6948 (cell) mbtwig@aol.com 
Hudson, Teresa 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu 
Hummel, JeƯ 804 543-3106 pipeorganman@comcast.net 
Kay, Carla 570 234-6544 (cell) carlakaymusic@gmail.com  
Kerschbaumer, Evelyn 804-744-3147 elkersch@aol.com 
Miller, Ben 757-870-8010 Ben@TheMillerStudio.com 
Moro, Don 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com 
Sachs, Sachs 804-222-25494 psalm100pesach@comcast.net 
Uzel, Jeannine 804-932-961, juzel64@gmail.com 
 
Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only   
Baird, Robert 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com 
Byrd, Andrew andrewdbyrd@gmail.com 
Fuller, Mikey 804-896-2713 me@mikeyfuller.com 
Hargrove, Elizabeth 804-798-1776 or 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net 
Heath, Larry 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com 
Hellmers, Grant 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com 
Jonkman, Crystal 804-330-9976 (home) crystal.jonkman@verizon.net   
     804-301-9976 (cell) crjonkman@stmicaelsbonair.org  
     804-272-0992 x104 (church)   
Kumro, Joel 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 
Lindsey, Charles 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com 
Sachs, David 804-222-2494 Psalm100Pesach@comcast.net 
Schutt, Ed 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net   
Tibbetts, Ryan 302-354-2001 (cell) rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org 
Van Ornam, Cheryl 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com  



STAY CONNECTED 

There will be no July issue of the Stoplist. Please send submissions for the August Stoplist to 
Melissa Hawks by July 20.  

 

MOVING? Be sure to notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so that you will 
continue to receive your copy of the “Stoplist” without interruption. 

 

FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS OF 
CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES, 

PLEASE VISIT 
www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org 
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