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Happy New Year! I hope your Advent/Christmas/other holiday services and
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concerts all went well and that you had more downtime afterwards than I did -
we went up north to visit family for about 6 days and then I had to play a funeral
on January 2nd, so that was pretty much the end of my holiday. It’s also an
early Easter year, which means Ash Wednesday is in less than a month as I’m
writing this, which means I’ve got some planning yet to do…

Our 2026 Chapter programming is already off and running! Many thanks to
Daniel Sañez for a very insightful presentation on improvisation. As someone
who is (I think?) a pretty decent noodler but very far from Daniel’s level of skill
and ingenuity, it was really fascinating to hear him break down some
approaches to developing greater facility in that area. I’m going to try to work
his ideas into my own practice going forward, starting with just making more of
a habit of practicing scale harmonizations! Thanks as well to William Tan for
hosting us at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, and to Joel Kumro and Grant
Holcomb for organizing dinner at Village Cafe beforehand.

We’ve had to make a change to our February program - we had hoped to hear
a presentation on the restoration being done on the organ at First Baptist
Church, but as sometimes happens with these projects, the work isn’t yet
completed! We’re hoping to be able to relocate that program to our next
season, but for now: We’re going to do a Members’ Recital on the Pasi Op.
5 organ at Saint Benedict Catholic Church (300 N Sheppard St,
Richmond). The previously scheduled date and time of Monday, February
9 at 7:00 PM will remain unchanged. If you are interested in playing, please
contact Joel Kumro at jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org. We’re looking for ca.
75 minutes of music, and there’s no particular theme into which you have to fit
repertoire choices. Since I live very close to Saint Benedict, we’ll have a
cocktail hour prior to the recital at my house, starting at 5:45 PM. We’ll have
beer, wine, and  hors d’oeuvres available. I’m not sure it’s a great idea to post
my home address on something that’s going to wind up on our webpage, so
just email me if you’re planning to come and I’ll tell you where I live!

Spring is also the time to prepare for Chapter elections, and I’m very grateful to
Steve Henley for chairing the Nominating Committee. If you’d like to suggest
someone for an officer position, you can contact him at
henley.stephen744@gmail.com by early this month. There is also a procedure
to submit additional names for consideration, which we will post along with the
slate of nominees in the March Stoplist.

Finally, a reminder about our next Recital Series concert - Monica Czausz



Berney will play at the Cannon Chapel at University of Richmond on Friday,
March 13 at 7:30 PM. 

Best wishes to all of you as you head into your spring seasons, and I hope to
see you at an upcoming Chapter event!

Ryan Tibbetts, D.M., CAGO
rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org
804-784-5678, ext. 14

2026 CHAPTER EVENTS

Monday, February 9
AGO Richmond Members’ Recital
Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
Fellowship Hour, the home of Ryan Tibbetts: 5:30 p.m.
Program: 7:00 p.m.

Join us for a Member’s Recital on the two-manual, twenty-six-rank Pasi
Organbuilders Opus 5, built 1996. We need members to perform in a program
of 60-90 minutes. Interested performers please contact Joel S. Kumro with
proposed piece(s). More information about the instrument and stoplist can be
found here. 

300 N Sheppard St. Parking available behind the church off N. Belmont Ave.
Contact Ryan Tibbetts for his address. (Reminder that all Chapter members'
email addresses can be found in the Member Directory.)
 
Friday, March 13
ORRS Recital: Monica Czausz Berney
Cannon Memorial Chapel, University of Richmond
Recital: 7:30 p.m.
 
Wednesday, April 22
Dong-Ill Shin Masterclass
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
Program: 7:30 p.m.
 



Friday, April 24
ORRS Recital: Doug-Ill Shin
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
Recital: 7:30 p.m.
 
Monday, May 18
Chapter Dinner and Scholarship Recital
Saint Bridget Catholic Church
Dinner: 6:00 p.m. ($20)
Program: 7:00 p.m.

AROUND THE TOWN

Sunday, February 1,10:30 a.m.
Greater Richmond Children's Choir
Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 8 N. Laurel St., Richmond

The internationally award-winning Greater Richmond Children's Choir, led by
Artistic Director Crystal Jonkman and Associate Director Roshan Chakane, will
lead music during morning worship. Now in its 29th season, GRCC has sung
on four continents in over 40 languages and is recognized for its commitment to
excellence and diversity. Free parking in the rear church lot. For more
information, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis.
 

Sunday, February 8, 4:00 p.m.
Langley Winds Concert
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 8400 St. Peter’s Lane, New Kent

Langley Winds from the U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band will perform in
the Community Concert Series at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church; free and open
to the public.

This exceptional wind quintet brings a fresh perspective to chamber
music, delivering a performance that’s both captivating and distinctly their own.
While sharing the Air Force’s mission to honor veterans, inspire patriotism, and
connect communities, Langley Winds bring a unique energy to every stage.
From timeless classics to contemporary masterpieces, their dynamic repertoire
showcases both artistry and innovation. Experience the spirit of America



through the sounds of Langley Winds!

Sunday, February 15, 5:00 p.m.
Evensong for the Last Sunday after the Epiphany
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 12291 River Road, Richmond

The St. Mary's Choir, under the direction of Dr. Ryan Tibbetts, will offer a
service of Evensong for the Last Sunday after the Epiphany, featuring music by
Jessica French, Joanna Forbes L'Estrange, C.V. Stanford, and Thomas Tallis. A
light reception will follow. All are welcome!

RECAP: JANUARY CHAPTER MEETING

Richmond, January 13, 2026: Gifted improviser and AGO member Daniel
Sáñez spoke on improvisation techniques at the chapter meeting held in the
gallery of Bethlehem Lutheran Church (1983 Taylor and Boody, Op. 7, 2m, 24
stops, 34 ranks, Kirnberger III). Introducing historical improvisation with insight,
wit and clarity, he encouraged beginners to harmonize scales, with basic
chromatic modifications and changes of direction. He then encouraged
performing rudimentary cadences with increasing complexity, followed by
harmonic progressions, ground basses, and simple fugues. Moving to
contemporary improvisation, he opined that, for novices, modern styles are
easier than classical forms. Prior to Daniel’s appointment as director of music,
organist, and choirmaster at Richmond's Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in
2015, he served parishes in New York City; Washington, DC; and at the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. A native of Hollywood, CA, he
holds degrees from Boston College, Oberlin Conservatory, and, as a Fulbright
scholar, from the Hochschule für Musik und Theater in Leipzig. He has
recorded two albums of improvisations (CDs and streaming) and
demonstrations on YouTube. (Report and photography by Bill Van Pelt)

















LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2025-2026

Please contact any of member of the Executive Committee with questions or
concerns you might have about the AGO or Richmond Chapter.
 



DEAN
Ryan Tibbetts, CAGO: ryan.tibbetts@gmail.com 302-354-2001

 
SUB-DEAN

Joel Kumro: jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 804-254-8810, ext.112
 

SECRETARY
David Purdy, SPC: davidcpurdy1000@gmail.com 804-241-2472

 
TREASURER

Kenna R. Payne: kennajohnp@aol.com 804-512-5804
 

AUDITORS
Allen Bean (2024-2026): ahbean@aya.yale.edu 804-319-6174
Larry Heath (2025-2027): lwheath51@gmail.com 804-212-9861

 
MEMBERS AT-LARGE

Mary Campbell (2023-2026): maryecampbell@comcast.net 804-337-3935
Beth Davis (2023-2026): emelcherdavis@ghtc.org 804-754-5572
Judy Fiske (2024-2027): ericfiske@comcast.net 1-804-399-2798

Don Traser (2024-2027): donald.traser@gmail.com 804-644-0888
Gary Kunde (2025-2028): musicdirector@gracelutheranrva.org 912-320-8681

Grant Holcomb (2025-2028): grantholcomb@rrpcusa.org

FEBRUARY RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS

3 - Carolyn Clark
3 - Jacob Giancaterino

4 - Kenna Payne
8 - Rebecca Davy

19 - Bruce Stevens

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an

extension is requested. When a listing is removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that



the position has been filled. To submit a listing, please contact our Referral Service Director,  Betty

Girardeau, at bettyg@redfamiliar.com and phone 804-647-0825 

SUBSTITUTES

The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at
church services. No specific qualifications are  implied by their inclusion on this
list. The employer is responsible for determining that a substitute will
adequately  meet the needs of the church. Questions should be addressed
to Betty Girardeau. If you no longer wish to be included on  the substitute list,
please ask that your name be removed from the list by emailing Betty
Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com or by phone at 804-647-0825.  
 
Substitutes Available for All Services and Events (including Sunday
Mornings) 
Ben Miller: 757-870-8010 Ben@TheMillerStudio.com
Carla Kay: 570 234-6544 (cell) carlakaymusic@gmail.com 
Cathy Grant: 434-293-0617 (Charlottesville, VA) mclgrant@centurylink.net
Cheryl Van Ornam: 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com 
David Sachs: 804-222-25494 psalm100pesach@comcast.net
Debbie Davis 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com
Diann Clark: 703-725-9571 cdiannclark@gmail.com 
Don Moro: 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com
Evelyn Kerschbaumer: 804-744-3147 elkersch@gmail.com
Jeannine Uzel: 804-932-961 juzel64@gmail.com
Jeff Hummel: 804 543-3106 pipeorganman@comcast.net
Margie K. Heath: 804- 730-2196 (home) 804-387-6948 (cell) mbtwig@aol.com
Marianne Crean: 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org
Mary Campbell: 804-337-3935 (cell) maryecampbell@comcast.net
Peter Edison: 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com
Raymond Chenault: 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com
Sharon Freude: 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net 
Steve Henley: 804-647-1152 organscore9201@gmail.com
Teresa Hudson: 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu

Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only  
Andrew Byrd: andrewdbyrd@gmail.com
Charles Lindsey: 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com
Crystal Jonkman: 804-330-9976 (home) crystal.jonkman@verizon.net  



     804-301-9976 (cell) crjonkman@stmicaelsbonair.org 
     804-272-0992 x104 (church)  
Ed Schutt: 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net  
Elizabeth Hargrove: 804-798-1776 or 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net
Grant Hellmers: 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com
Joel Kumro: 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org
Larry Heath: 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com
Mikey Fuller: 804-896-2713 me@mikeyfuller.com
Robert Baird: 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com
Ryan Tibbetts: 302-354-2001 (cell) rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org

FROM OUR EDITOR

Richmond AGO Welcomes Demas Boudreaux as newsletter editor. 



Demas has served as Organist and Choirmaster at Saint Andrew's Episcopal Church
since 2018. He holds an MA (Music - Choral Conducting) from Lynchburg College.
In his day job, he represents ChamberRVA as their VP of Government Relations. He
looks forward to getting more involved with the Chapter. Send submissions to
music@standrewsoregonhill.org.

Special thanks are extended to Melissa Hawks for her service as editor for the past
two years.

STAY CONNECTED

Please send submissions for the March issue of the Stoplist to Demas Boudreaux by

March 20.

 

MOVING? Be sure to notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so that

you will continue to receive your copy of the Stoplist without interruption.

FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS OF
CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES,

PLEASE VISIT
www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org
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