


concerts all went well and that you had more downtime afterwards than I did -
we went up north to visit family for about 6 days and then I had to play a funeral
on January 2nd, so that was pretty much the end of my holiday. It’s also an
early Easter year, which means Ash Wednesday is in less than a month as I’m
writing this, which means I’ve got some planning yet to do…

Our 2026 Chapter programming is already off and running! Many thanks to
Daniel Sañez for a very insightful presentation on improvisation. As someone
who is (I think?) a pretty decent noodler but very far from Daniel’s level of skill
and ingenuity, it was really fascinating to hear him break down some
approaches to developing greater facility in that area. I’m going to try to work
his ideas into my own practice going forward, starting with just making more of
a habit of practicing scale harmonizations! Thanks as well to William Tan for
hosting us at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, and to Joel Kumro and Grant
Holcomb for organizing dinner at Village Cafe beforehand.

We’ve had to make a change to our February program - we had hoped to hear
a presentation on the restoration being done on the organ at First Baptist
Church, but as sometimes happens with these projects, the work isn’t yet
completed! We’re hoping to be able to relocate that program to our next
season, but for now: �: �H�·�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���D���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���5�H�F�L�W�D�O���R�Q���W�K�H���3�D�V�L���2�S��
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�����D�W�������������3�0���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���X�Q�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G�� If you are interested in playing, please
contact Joel Kumro at �M�N�X�P�U�R�#�V�D�L�Q�W�E�H�Q�H�G�L�F�W�S�D�U�L�V�K���R�U�J. We’re looking for ca.
75 minutes of music, and there’s no particular theme into which you have to fit
repertoire choices. Since I live very close to Saint Benedict, we’ll have a
cocktail hour prior to the recital at my house, starting at 5:45 PM. We’ll have
beer, wine, and  hors d’oeuvres available. I’m not sure it’s a great idea to post
my home address on something that’s going to wind up on our webpage, so
just email me if you’re planning to come and I’ll tell you where I live!

Spring is also the time to prepare for Chapter elections, and I’m very grateful to
Steve Henley for chairing the Nominating Committee. If you’d like to suggest
someone for an officer position, you can contact him at
�K�H�Q�O�H�\���V�W�H�S�K�H�Q�������#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P by early this month. There is also a procedure
to submit additional names for consideration, which we will post along with the
slate of nominees in the March Stoplist.

Finally, a reminder about our next Recital Series concert - Monica Czausz



Berney will play at the Cannon Chapel at University of Richmond on Friday,
March 13 at 7:30 PM. 

Best wishes to all of you as you head into your spring seasons, and I hope to
see you at an upcoming Chapter event!

Ryan Tibbetts, D.M., CAGO
�U�W�L�E�E�H�W�W�V�#�V�W�P�D�U�\�V�J�R�R�F�K�O�D�Q�G���R�U�J

804-784-5678, ext. 14

2026 CHAPTER EVENTS
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Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
Fellowship Hour, the home of Ryan Tibbetts: 5:30 p.m.
Program: 7:00 p.m.

Join us for a Member’s Recital on the two-manual, twenty-six-rank Pasi
Organbuilders Opus 5, built 1996. We need members to perform in a program
of 60-90 minutes. Interested performers please contact �-�R�H�O���6�����.�X�P�U�R with
proposed piece(s). More information about the instrument and stoplist can be
found �K�H�U�H. 

300 N Sheppard St. Parking available behind the church off N. Belmont Ave.
Contact �5�\�D�Q���7�L�E�E�H�W�W�V for his address. (Reminder that all Chapter members'
email addresses can be found in the �0�H�P�E�H�U���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�\.)
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Cannon Memorial Chapel, University of Richmond
Recital: 7:30 p.m.
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Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
Program: 7:30 p.m.
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Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
Recital: 7:30 p.m.
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Saint Bridget Catholic Church
Dinner: 6:00 p.m. ($20)
Program: 7:00 p.m.

AROUND THE TOWN
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Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, �����1�����/�D�X�U�H�O���6�W�������5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G

The internationally award-winning Greater Richmond Children's Choir, led by
Artistic Director Crystal Jonkman and Associate Director Roshan Chakane, will
lead music during morning worship. Now in its 29th season, GRCC has sung
on four continents in over 40 languages and is recognized for its commitment to
excellence and diversity. Free parking in the rear church lot. For more
information, please contact �'�U�����(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���0�H�O�F�K�H�U���'�D�Y�L�V.
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RECAP: JANUARY CHAPTER MEETING

�5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������� Gifted improviser and AGO member Daniel
Sáñez spoke on improvisation techniques at the chapter meeting held in the
gallery of Bethlehem Lutheran Church (1983 Taylor and Boody, Op. 7, 2m, 24
stops, 34 ranks, Kirnberger III). Introducing historical improvisation with insight,
wit and clarity, he encouraged beginners to harmonize scales, with basic
chromatic modifications and changes of direction. He then encouraged
performing rudimentary cadences with increasing complexity, followed by
harmonic progressions, ground basses, and simple fugues. Moving to
contemporary improvisation, he opined that, for novices, modern styles are
easier than classical forms. Prior to Daniel’s appointment as director of music,
organist, and choirmaster at Richmond's Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in
2015, he served parishes in New York City; Washington, DC; and at the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. A native of Hollywood, CA, he
holds degrees from Boston College, Oberlin Conservatory, and, as a Fulbright
scholar, from the Hochschule für Musik und Theater in Leipzig. He has
recorded two albums of improvisations (CDs and streaming) and
demonstrations on YouTube. (Report and photography by Bill Van Pelt)
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