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Dean’s Letter
June 2026

On the morning of May 18, I sent an email to several people involved in
preparations for that evening’s Chapter meeting to make sure that all of our
ducks were in a row - materials for the election would be on hand, programs for
the recital would be printed, and so forth - and heard back that everything was
to be on track. Around 3:00 that afternoon, Scott Hayes called to tell me that
while was tuning the organ at Saint Bridget, the power had gone out in the
entire neighborhood, and Dominion’s estimate for restoration was between 6:00



and 9:00 pm! This kicked off about an hour of phone calls and emails between
me, Scott, Joel Kumro, Allen Bean, Paul Honaker, Stan Barnett, and the
teachers of our four Scholarship students, during which we decided that if
necessary, we’d reschedule the recital but would still have the dinner that night
and relocate it to St. Mary’s Episcopal. Thankfully, the power came back on at
about 4:40 and we were able to have the dinner, election, and recital at Saint
Bridget as scheduled, but it was a close call! One aspect of my term as Dean
that I’ve particularly enjoyed has been the people I get to work with, and
Monday afternoon really summed that up - everyone kept their heads, we came
up with a plan, we were able to pivot as needed, and ultimately the event
wound up going very smoothly (and in fact, we had our best attendance at a
dinner - over 50 people! - in many years).

On Friday of that same week, I went to the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart to
hear Ali Santos play a recital. As I mentioned last month, Ali was one of the
Chapter’s Scholarship students, studying with Patricia Schrock and Daniel
Sañez, and went on to Eastman where she’s currently a doctoral candidate.
The recital was terrific - an interesting program, played superbly, that really
showed off the range and colors of the Cathedral’s gallery organ. It made a
great bookend to the Scholarship recital on Monday night, where our four
current students, two who were new this year and two who had been in the
program for a few years, played a similarly strong and varied program. This is
one of our Chapter’s great strengths, I think - not that every student is going to
go on to get a doctorate from Eastman, of course, but making organ study
accessible to interested students benefits our local ecosystem (quite a few of
the Scholarship alums serve in area churches) and the profession at large. I
don’t have a lot of direct involvement in the program (mostly just making sure
the info goes out and programs get printed!), but it’s been an impressive thing
to watch and I’m grateful for the committee and teachers who make it happen.

The May meeting was the end of our program year, but we’ll have a Dean’s
Happy Hour on Tuesday, June 16 at 4:30 to 6-ish at Hardywood Park Brewery
(2410 Ownby Lane, Richmond, 23220). If possible, please let me know by
Monday, June 15 if you’re planning to attend - we can’t make a reservation, and
you don’t have to show up right at 4:30, but it’s helpful for me to know that I’m
not going to be hanging around awkwardly by myself!

This is my last Dean’s Letter - my term is up at the end of June - and in fact,
this will be the first time in 9 years that I won’t have some significant role with
the Chapter, after having been Stoplist editor from 2017-2022, serving a term



as Member-at-Large somewhere in that stretch, and then three years Dean! I’ll
still be on the Program Committee for at least another year, and I’m sure I’ll get
roped into something else before too long, although I should probably try to lay
low for at least a bit. It’s been a privilege to serve in all of these roles, though,
and especially to have been Dean these past three years, and I’m very grateful
to everyone I’ve worked with on the Executive Committee and various other
committees for being great colleagues - a lot of the job is keeping track of
what’s going on and who’s doing what, and by and large, you’ve all made that
pretty easy to do! 

I’ll close with one small exhortation: one thing I tried to do as Dean was show
up to things - Chapter meetings and Recital Series concerts, of course, but also
other services and concerts as much as my schedule would permit. It wasn’t
perfect - I can get pretty busy, and in fact, I missed Dong-Il Shin’s recital in April
because I was a little under the weather and needed to save my energy for a
concert I was directing the next day! - but I enjoyed being able to get out and
see what my friends and colleagues are up to and I often came away inspired.
So, I’d encourage all of you to try to show up, when you can, to as much as
your lives will permit, and to consider serving the Chapter in some capacity if
asked. The more we can support each other, the better our local ecosystem will
be.

It’s been an honor to serve as the Dean of our Chapter - thank you all for
entrusting me with that privilege these past three years. Have a great summer,
and even though it won’t be in some official capacity, I look forward to seeing
you around at summer concerts or at our programs in the fall!
  
Ryan Tibbetts
D.M., CAGO

2026 CHAPTER EVENTS

Tuesday, June 16
Dean's Happy Hour
Hardywood Park Brewery, 2410 Ownby Ln., Richmond
4:30 p.m.
RSVP to Ryan Tibbetts
 

mailto:ryan.tibbetts@gmail.com?subject=Dean%27s%20Happy%20Hour%206%2F16


AROUND THE TOWN

Sunday, June 7, 7:00 p.m.
Spring Concert in Memory of Carl Freeman
River Road Church, Baptist, 8000 River Road, Richmond

The Chancel Choir and Orchestra, Daniel Stipe, Organ, Neal Campbell,
Director presents Mozart Church Sonata K. 263; Requiem. http://rrcb.org

RECAP: MAY CHAPTER MEETING

http://rrcb.org/


Richmond, Va., May 18, 2026 Four students sponsored by the chapter's
scholarship program played for the meeting at Saint Bridget Roman Catholic
Church (2013 Buzard Organ, op. 42, 3m, 42 ranks, 56 stops). Nathan Ely, 16
and a student of Ardyth Lohuis, played Bach: Prelude & Fugue in C, BWV 553
and "In dir ist Freude," BWV 615; Langlais: Fantasie; Boëllmann:  Offertoire,
op. 30/1. James Elder, 16 and a student of Grant Hellmers, played Vierne:
Préambule, Op. 31/1; Corrette: Basse de trompette and Duo from Mass in the
8th Tone; and Bach: Prelude & Fugue in G Minor, BWV 558. Jacob
Giancaterino, a student of Bruce Stevens, played Widor: Andante cantabile
from Symphonie No. 4 and Boëllmann: Suite Gothique.  William Tan, 18 and a
student of Daniel Stipe, played Franck: Chorale No. 3 in A Minor.

Prior to the concert, chapter members met in the parish hall and elected
officers: Joel Kumro, dean; Grant Holcomb, sub-dean; Kenna Payne, treasurer;
David Purdy, secretary; Doug Brown, auditor; Grant Hellmers and Jeannine
Uzel, members of the Executive Committee at-large. With guests of the
scholarship students, 52 dined in the parish hall.

Photo: Richmond Chapter scholarship students and teachers, left to right:
Jacob Giancaterino, Bruce Stevens, Nathaniel Ely, Ardyth Lohuis, William Tan,
Daniel Stipe, Grant Helllmers, and James Elder. 

Photo and report by Bill Van Pelt

LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2025-2026

Please contact any of member of the Executive Committee with questions or
concerns you might have about the AGO or Richmond Chapter.
 

DEAN
Ryan Tibbetts, CAGO: ryan.tibbetts@gmail.com 302-354-2001

 
SUB-DEAN

Joel Kumro: jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 804-254-8810, ext.112
 

SECRETARY

mailto:ryan.tibbetts@gmail.com
mailto:jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org


David Purdy, SPC: davidcpurdy1000@gmail.com 804-241-2472
 

TREASURER
Kenna R. Payne: kennajohnp@aol.com 804-512-5804

 
AUDITORS

Allen Bean (2024-2026): ahbean@aya.yale.edu 804-319-6174
Larry Heath (2025-2027): lwheath51@gmail.com 804-212-9861

 
MEMBERS AT-LARGE

Mary Campbell (2023-2026): maryecampbell@comcast.net 804-337-3935
Beth Davis (2023-2026): emelcherdavis@ghtc.org 804-754-5562
Judy Fiske (2024-2027): ericfiske@comcast.net 1-804-399-2798

Don Traser (2024-2027): donald.traser@gmail.com 804-644-0888
Gary Kunde (2025-2028): musicdirector@gracelutheranrva.org 912-320-8681

Grant Holcomb (2025-2028): grantholcomb@rrpcusa.org

JUNE RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS

Cheryl Van Ornam 1-Jun
William Temple 2-Jun
Brian Witt 9-Jun

Al Murrell 11-Jun
Bettie Lindsey 13-Jun

William Tan 14-Jun
Grant Holcomb 15-Jun

Reginald Long 18-Jun
Gary Kunde 19-Jun

William Stokes 24-Jun
David Sachs 25-Jun
Ardyth Lohuis 29-Jun
Robert Gallagher 30-Jun
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an

extension is requested. When a listing is removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that

the position has been filled. To submit a listing, contact Betty Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com

or 804-647-0825.

 

River Road Church
8000 River Road, Richmond, VA 23229

Seeking a part-time Principal Organist for one Sunday morning worship
service and one weekly Wednesday evening choir rehearsal. Responsibilities
include performing organ voluntaries and solo repertoire at a professional level,
service playing including hymn leadership and choral accompanying, and
playing for seasonal services and concert events. River Road Church is a
welcoming and affirming congregation with a highly regarded and historic music
program, a strong Chancel Choir, a dedication to reverent liturgy and worship, a
vibrant concert series, and a sanctuary known for its excellent acoustics.
Primary instrument is a four-manual M.P. Möller pipe organ, Opus 10590,
extensively restored and expanded in 2017, with movable console; the church
also houses five grand pianos and a second Möller organ in the chapel.

Annual salary is $35,000, commensurate with experience and ability, with four
weeks paid vacation. Weddings and funerals as available, with right of first
refusal and additional compensation in accordance with church policy.
Applicants should have a commitment to collaborative sacred music ministry
and a degree in organ performance, sacred music, or equivalent professional
experience; advanced degrees and AGO certification are welcomed. Interested
candidates should submit a letter of interest, résumé with references, and links
to representative video samples of both solo and service playing to Dr. Richard
W. Robbins, Minister of Music, at organistsearch@rrcb.org. A complete job
description may be found at rrcb.org/organist-search.
 

Third Church



600 Forest Avenue, Richmond, VA, 23229.  

Seeking part-time organist for three (3) Sunday weekly services and weekly
choral choir rehearsals. Special services: Ash Wednesday, Easter Sunday,
Lessons and Carols, Christmas Eve. Casavant Freres 2 manual organ. This
position does not require conducting, but if conducting is one of the candidate’s
passions, this position is open to sharing those responsibilities.

The organist works in collaboration with two full-time staff worship leaders. The
successful candidate should be comfortable with ancient and modern 
expressions of worship and musical styles. The ability to read chord charts or a
willingness to experiment is helpful. Compensation: $26,000, includes sick
leave, retirement/pension, books and music allowance, dues to professional
associations, and continuing education to be used at the employee's discretion.
Two weeks paid vacation. Contact either Brooke Wright, brookew@thirdrva.org,
or Kim Taulbee, kimt@thirdva.org; both may be reached via church phone at
804-282-4645.
 

Meadows Presbyterian Church
2200 Angus Road, Charlottesville, VA, 22901

Seeking part-time organist/choir director for one Sunday morning service
and one adult choir rehearsal per week. Optional handbell choir, especially
during the holidays. Special services during Advent, Christmas Eve, Easter, etc.
Organist/choir director is granted first right of refusal to provide music for any
church weddings or funerals. Must be willing to participate in regular staff
meeting and consult with the Worship Committee on a regular basis. Extensive
music library. Allen Renaissance Quantum three-manual organ.

Annual salary range between $16,900 and $19,500 with four weeks paid
vacation, book and music allowance. Dues to professional associations is
negotiable. Interested candidates should have college-level study of music or
other equivalent experience, and experience conducting choirs in a church
setting. Contact Lisa Pinchback, staff@meadowspc.org, or Susan Coiner-
Pollard, 939-296-2791.
 

Bon Air Baptist Church

mailto:brookew@thirdrva.org
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2531 Buford Road, Richmond.  

Seeking part-time organist for one Sunday morning church service, and two
per month Wednesday evening choir rehearsals. Special services include
Christmas Concert, Maundy Thursday, and a Spring Concert held every other
year. No directing opportunities. Rodgers 4 manual hybrid pipe/digital, with the
pipe work by Stinkens Pipe Organ Company in Holland. Compensation totals
$30,000 per year but the pay structure is hourly, broken down to comprise the
total per year, with the organist submitting 12 hours per week. Two weeks paid
vacation with other benefits including sick leave, retirement pension options,
maternity leave, book and music allowance, continuing education, and dues to
professional associations included. Interested candidates should contact the
Rev. Stuart Condra at 804-272-1475 or stuart.condra@bonairbaptist.org.
 

St. James Armenian Orthodox Church
834 Pepper Ave. Richmond, VA 23226
www.stjamesva.org
 
Seeking part-time Music Ministry Director (organist, choir director) to plan,
coordinate, lead and direct the parish music program for weekly Sunday Liturgy
and services on special Holy Days. Sunday morning matins runs from 10 AM-
10:20 AM. Choir practice is held once per week on an agreed-upon day and
time to be determined. Mixed volunteer adult/youth choir sings Sunday mass
starting at 10:30 AM until about 12:15 PM. Other liturgical services throughout
the year include Christmas services, 5 days of Holy Week, Lenten and special
feast days according to the Armenian Church liturgical calendar. The position
involves working closely with the parish priest to review the weekly music and
liturgical schedule.

Other preferred but optional responsibilities may include:
-Music for baptisms, weddings, and funerals.
-Working with altar servers and deacons on musical aspects of their roles.
-Establishing a youth choir.
-Organizing other non-liturgical musical events throughout the year.
 
Organ: Rogers Model 610, 2 manual organ.

The Armenian Orthodox Church liturgy is one of the oldest in the world. Our

mailto:stuart.condra@bonairbaptist.org
http://www.stjamesva.org/


Sunday Liturgy is almost completely sung, using mostly the same music week
to week, with some variation for certain hymns and prayers depending on the
week and time of year in the Christian calendar. The Armenian Church liturgical
calendar and music is fixed year to year. The diocese provides all music, so the
Director will not need to purchase any music using a book stipend. Knowledge
of Armenian language is helpful but not required. The majority of the liturgy is
conducted in the classical Armenian language with the lyrics transliterated in
modern Latin letters.

Four weeks paid vacation plus memberships (AGO) and professional
development are included. If needed, a stipend will be available to travel for
training with diocesan sacred music staff. In the event the Director will be
absent from a given Sunday mass, the Director shall be responsible for
ensuring that a replacement organist is available.

Compensation between $24-31k/year depending on experience,
responsibilities, and availability.  Interested candidates should have a
Bachelor’s degree in music or equivalent education and experience, as well as
instrumental and/or vocal skills, and choir direction training or experience. One
to three years of related experience in choral liturgical music and interest in
learning orthodox sacred music is required. Interested candidates should
contact the St. James parish office at (804) 282-3818, or via email at
info@stjamesva.org to request an application or to ask questions. 
 

 

SUBSTITUTES

The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at
church services. No specific qualifications are implied by their inclusion on this
list. The employer is responsible for determining that a substitute will
adequately meet any needs. If you have questions or wish to add or remove
your name, contact Betty Girardeau, bettyg@redfamiliar.com or 804-647-
0825.  
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Substitutes Available for All Services and Events (including Sunday
Mornings)
Mary Campbell: 804-337-3935 maryecampbell@comcast.net
Raymond Chenault: 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com
Diann Clark: 703-725-9571 cdiannclark@gmail.com
Marianne Crean: 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org
Debbie Davis 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com
Peter Edison: 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com
Sharon Freude: 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net
Cathy Grant: (Charlottesville) 434-293-0617 mclgrant@centurylink.net
Margie K. Heath: 804-387-6948 mbtwig@aol.com
Terry Hicks: 310-271-4953 rterrick1@gmail.com
Teresa Hudson: 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu
Carla Kay: 570 234-6544 carlakaymusic@gmail.com
Evelyn Kerschbaumer: 804-744-3147 elkersch@gmail.com
Ben Miller: 757-870-8010 Ben@TheMillerStudio.com
Don Moro: 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com
David Sachs: 804-222-25494 psalm100pesach@comcast.net
Jeannine Uzel: 804-932-961 juzel64@gmail.com
Cheryl Van Ornam: 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com (8:30 only)
Kevin White: 434-979-4922 kevinwhitepiano@gmail.com

Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only
Robert Baird: 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com
Andrew Byrd: andrewdbyrd@gmail.com
Mikey Fuller: 804-896-2713 me@mikeyfuller.com
Elizabeth Hargrove: 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net
Larry Heath: 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com
Grant Hellmers: 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com
Crystal Jonkman: 804-301-9976 crystal.jonkman@verizon.net
Joel Kumro: 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org
Charles Lindsey: 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com
Ed Schutt: 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net
Ryan Tibbetts: 302-354-2001 rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org
 

STAY CONNECTED



Please send Stoplist submissions to Demas Boudreaux by the 20th of each month to be

included in the following month's newsletter.

 

Notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so you will continue to receive

your copy of the Stoplist without interruption.

SUMMER '25 REPORT OUT:  "THAT'S MY FUNERAL"

Last summer, Chapter Treasurer Kenna Payne conducted a survey of
chapter members, encouraging them to plan their own final services and
share what they devised. Because planning for the inevitable is wise at
any stage of life, presented here is a summary of responses that Kenna
received. Kenna writes:

I did not have a great number of responses from members about personal
funeral planning, but I hope the summer project prompted you to work on your
own plans, even if you didn’t send me your plans as information.

Here are some of the results – 

Service details
Held in a church (not a funeral home)
Burial of the Dead, Rite Two (Episcopal Church)
With communion        
    Speakers / Readers – family members, church / choir members
    Choir would be great
    Organ is an absolute must

Hymns that would be selected
    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Blaewern)    
    Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (Westminster Abbey)
    Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven (Lauda Anima)
    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (St. Denio)
    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Nettleton)
    Humbly I Adore Thee
    God is Love! (Abbott’s Leigh)
    Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain (St. Kevin)

mailto:music@standrewsoregonhill.org


    What Wondrous Love is This (Wondrous Love)
    In Heav’nly Abiding (Nyland)
    The Church’s One Foundation (Aurelia)
    Abide with Me (Eventide)
    Jesus, Still Lead On (Seelenbrautigam)
    Now Thank We All Our God (Nun Danket Alle Gott)
    The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Psalm 23) (St. Columba)
    
NOT Amazing Grace or How Great Thou Art (!)

Possible Choir or solo pieces – during the service
    Ave Verum – W. A. Mozart
    O Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Pardon – Johann Wolfgang Franck
    Clare Benediction – John Rutter
    What Sweeter Music – John Rutter
    There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (Corvedale) – Maurice Bevan
    The Gift of Love (O Waly Waly) – setting by Hal Hopson 
    Possible Choir or Solo pieces – before service
    Shenandoah – Jim Erb
    Perhaps Love – John Denver

Organ Music – Preludes / Postludes
    Reflections (Valley of Peace) – setting by Albin C. Whitworth
    God of Grace (Cwm Rhondda) - setting by Paul Manz
    Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (Westminster Abbey) – Paul Manz
    Hornpipe in D – John Dixon
    Pastorale on Materna (America the Beautiful) – setting by John Dixon
    Fanfare Postlude in D Major – Jacques Lemmens
    Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring – J. S. Bach
    Air in D Major – J. S. Bach
    Solemn Melody – Henry Walford Davies

Scriptures
    Isaiah 12: 2-6
    Psalm 23 / 121 / 150 (to be read by a choir member)
    Luke 2: 8-15
    John 15: 5-12
    Romans 8: 28, 31-39
    1 Corinthians 12: 4-11
    



Other comments
    Cremation instead of burial
    With possible ‘green’ disposal of remains
    No extravagant flowers or other displays of mourning
    Do NOT ask people to the pulpit to speak on the fly –
        too long, too unprepared, too scatter- brained

http://www.brutonparish.org/
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FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS
OF

CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES,
PLEASE VISIT

www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org

http://www.churchesofvirginia.org/
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