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Dear Colleagues and Friends,
 
I am humbled, honored, and perhaps even a bit intimidated to write my first
letter as your new Dean. A special thanks to my fellow members, and in
particular, to my fellow Executive Committee members who signaled their
support by entrusting me with their vote as Dean. 

The past few months have signaled many personal milestones. In May, I
celebrated ten years as Choirmaster and Organist at Saint Benedict Catholic
Church in the Museum District, and ten years living here in Richmond. Since
2016, I have had the honor of serving on the Executive Committee for nine of



the past ten years, and now I will serve you as Dean. My time in Richmond has
been a blessing. In addition to my work at Saint Benedict, I’ve enjoyed musical
collaborations with many of you, and I am delighted to see our wider musical
community continue to flourish. During my time as Dean of our Richmond AGO,
I hope to continue our musical legacy in support of organists and church
musicians across the region. 

I want to take a moment to express my gratitude for Dr. Ryan Tibbetts who
worked tirelessly to lead our chapter over these past three years. His excellent
leadership allowed the chapter to offer wonderful programs and resources, all
with a great sense of kindness, respect, and collegiality. I wish also to thank
those members that will cycle off of the Executive Committee for their service to
our chapter, including Allen Bean, Mary Campbell, and Beth Davis. 

I congratulate my friend and colleague Grant Holcomb, who will serve as our
new Sub-Dean. I am eager to celebrate the solemn passing on of the yellow
AGO signs. Grant has been a valued member of our Program Committee, and I
am confident that he will serve as an excellent Sub-Dean. Likewise, I would like
to welcome our new Executive Committee members: Doug Brown, Grant
Hellmers, and Jeannine Uzel.

As we settle into the swing of the summer months, it is my hope that you will
have some time to relax, refresh, and reset, before another busy season
begins. I recently enjoyed a much-needed weekend away from my church
duties to attend a car show in Pennsylvania with my 1978 Cadillac Seville
(“Betty”), who was awarded third place in her class. In just over two weeks, I
will travel with seven other chapter members to Paris for a French organ music
academy by Historic Organ Study Tours (HOST), directed by Bruce Stevens.
The following week, I’ll present two masterclasses as part of the fiftieth
anniversary convention of the National Association of Pastoral Musicians
(NPM) in Washington, DC. It’s shaping up to be a busy but exciting summer. 

The Program Committee is putting their final touches on the 2026–2027
season, and we’re eager to share the lineup of events later this summer. In the
meantime, please mark your calendars for our first program of the season on
Tuesday, September 15, 2026, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. We’ll meet at
6:00 p.m. for a chapter dinner, installation of officers, and then our 7:00 p.m.
program will be a lecture recital on French organ repertoire presented by
participants in the Paris HOST tour I mentioned above. Keep an eye out for the
flyer for this season’s ORRS recitals, beginning with Bryan Anderson on Friday,



October 16, 2026, at St. James’s Episcopal Church, which will also feature a
dinner as our chapter program that month. 

During Ryan’s time as Dean, I enjoyed attending a number of his Dean’s
lunches and Happy Hours. I’d like to continue that tradition with a Happy Hour
on Friday, July 31 from 4:00–6:00 p.m. at The Park RVA: 1407 Cummings Dr,
Richmond, VA 23220. 

Until then, I send you my best wishes for a restful and enjoyable summer!

Joel S. Kumro, Dean

UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS

Friday, July 31, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Dean's Happy Hour
The Park RVA,1407 Cummings Dr, Richmond, VA 23220. 

RSVP to Joel Kumro

Tuesday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. 
Lecture recital on French organ repertoire
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 815 E. Grace St., Richmond

Chapter members returning from the HOST French Organ Academy in Paris
will offer a lecture recital on French organ repertoire. 
 

AROUND THE TOWN

Wednesdays, August 5, 12, and 19, 7:00pm
August Musicales Annual Concert Series

mailto:ryan.tibbetts@gmail.com?subject=Dean%27s%20Happy%20Hour%206%2F16
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Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, 1627 Monument Avenue, Richmond

August 5: Commonwealth Concert Opera
August 12: Atlantic Chamber Ensemble
August 19: James River Duo: Anastasia Jellison (harp), Thomas Stevens (violin
& viola), with Christopher Martin (organ)﻿﻿

All performances are free of charge, donations accepted. Handicap accessible
parking and entrance from Allen Avenue or Lombardy Street.

 

PROGRAM PREVIEW: LOOKING AHEAD TO 2026/2027

While the Program Committee is putting the finishing touches on next year's
calendar, we're pleased to share an early preview of what's ahead.

Our first program of the 2026–2027 season will be Tuesday, September 15,
6:00P p.m., St. Paul's Episcopal Church, where chapter members returning
from the Historic Organ Study Tours (HOST) of the French Organ Academy in
Paris will offer a lecture recital on French organ repertoire. 

In October, we'll partner with ORRS for Bryan Anderson's recital at St. James's
Episcopal Church, with a chapter dinner beforehand.

November brings guest presenter Eric Wall of Montreat Conference Center
and White Memorial Presbyterian Church for a hymn festival and workshop.

We'll take our usual holiday break before reconvening in January 2027, when
David Storey, who led the renovation of Casavant Frères, Opus 3087A, will
present on the project.

In February, Scott Hayes will offer a presentation on organ construction and
basic maintenance at All Saints Episcopal Church.  

In March, we return to All Saints for a chapter meeting, dinner, and Eric Plutz's
ORRS recital.



April will feature a Members’ Recital: "April in Oregon Hill” celebrating the
newly renovated organ at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church.

We'll close the season in May at St. Mary's Episcopal in Goochland with our
annual Scholarship Recipient Recital.

We are grateful to all who help make our programs possible, and we look
forward to seeing you! 

Richmond AGO Program Committee 
Joel S. Kumro, Dean
Grant Holcomb, Sub-Dean
Ryan Tibbetts, Past Dean
William Tan 
Allen Bean

 

MUSIC GIVE-AWAY PROGRAM REVAMPED

In June, the Executive Committee discussed the status of the music give-away,
a program of many years, for which collected donations are credited to the
Student Scholarship program. The discussion was prompted by the significant
increase in collected music that we have received lately, from two prominent
music directors / organists.
 
The collected music that we are now storing exceeds 35 boxes, most of which
is not organ music, but something else - choral music, instrumental music,
reference books and hymnals, handbell music, vocal soloist books, CDs, etc.
We are not going to be able to keep moving all of these boxes to the
September and May chapter meetings, so a plan is in place to re-organize, cull,
and donate or discard any non-organ music before the end of the summer.
 
Sometime this summer, a group of volunteers will meet  to go through the non-
organ music boxes and sort, re-box, and/or discard anything that is not in good
condition. Then, we’ll have two days when members can come and see if there
is anything that might be usable to them. At the end of the summer, we’ll see
what can be done with the remaining non-organ music.



 
If you or anyone you know might be interested in taking a large portion of the
choral music for your own program, please let me know. We continue to
investigate other people and groups who might be interested. We have
investigated out-of-town benefactors (both for-profit and non-profit), but
donations to those groups involve shipping the desired music at our expense.
This will be far too time-consuming to pull out the desired items and too
expensive for us to ship.
 
In the future, we will accept only organ music (including organ +
instrumentalists) and reference materials for keeping, storing, moving, and
giving away.
 
Watch the email messages over the summer for the dates and times of helping
sort through and of coming to look through the music. We hope you can come
and lend a hand!
 
Contact me with any questions.
 
Kenna Payne
1-804-512-5804
kennajohnp@aol.com

INTERESTING SIGHTS ABOUT TOWN

mailto:kennajohnp@aol.com


German recording engineer Christoph Martin Frommen erects a total of 12
microphones in Sacred Heart Cathedral for a recording made last month by
Isabelle Demers of organ works composed by Canadians Rachel Laurin and
Raymond Daveluy. The recording will be released on Frommen's label, Aeolus,
as a surround-sound SACD. Frommen holds university degrees in organ
performance and as a Tonmeister.



A rare, possibly unique, sight is a church choir's robing room equipped with an
organbuilder's voicing machine. There it was at All Saints Episcopal Church on
River Road when I visited on June 6. The Director of Music at All Saints is Scott
Hayes, who is also a professional organbuilder specializing in voicing and tonal
design as Tonal Director of the Muller Pipe Organ Co., Croton, Ohio. Scott and
the firm are renovating the 1967 Austin Op. 2472 at All Saints. Scott is also a
past dean of the Richmond chapter.

Images and text, Bill VanPelt

LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2026-2027

Please contact any member of the Executive Committee with questions or
concerns you might have about the AGO or Richmond Chapter.
 

DEAN
Joel Kumro (2027): jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org 804-254-8810, ext.112

 

mailto:jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org


SUB-DEAN
Grant Holcomb (2027): grantholcomb@rrpcusa.org 859-940-8774

 
SECRETARY

David Purdy, SPC (2027): davidcpurdy1000@gmail.com 804-241-2472
 

TREASURER
Kenna R. Payne (2027): kennajohnp@aol.com 804-512-5804

 
AUDITORS 

Larry Heath (2027): lwheath51@gmail.com 804-212-9861
Doug Brown, MMA (2028) dbrown.gppc@gmail.com

 
MEMBERS AT-LARGE

Judy Fiske (2027): judyorganistfiske@gmail.com 804-399-2798
Don Traser (2027): donald.traser@gmail.com 804-644-0888

Gary Kunde (2028): musicdirector@gracelutheranrva.org 912-320-8681
Grant Hellmers (2029): grant.hellmers@gmail.com 804-355-815

Jeannine Uzel (2029): juzel64@gmail.com 804-932-9611
 

JUNE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE READOUT

Executive Committee Meeting Notes

June 16, 2026, Ginter Park Presbyterian Church

Kenna Payne presented Chapter Financial Statements through 5/31/2026 (11
months) and reported that dues are on budget for the year and that the
investment account roared back in April and May. Kenna Payne reported that
the new policy/procedure for becoming a “Chapter Friend” has been posted to
the website.

Joel Kumro reported that the Program Committee has tentatively planned
programs for the upcoming 2026-2027 season.
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Kenna Payne reported that the Chapter has accumulated a very large collection
of organ and choral music (over 50 boxes) and suggested that a small group of
members be formed to cull through the materials, only keeping and making
available the organ music and reference material. An article explaining the new
process and seeking help with the clean-up this summer will be in the
July/August newsletter. The music collection will then be available at both the
September and May chapter meetings for members to peruse.

A question has been raised as to whether the Stoplist should be available to
non-members. After some discussion, it was decided that it would be
permissible for non-members to subscribe to The Stoplist. Non-members will
not be added to the Keynotes email list that goes out from Betty Girardeau. 

The Richmond Chapter decided against conducting a POE+ in 2027 but may
consider conducting a POE Tech in the future. 

Kenna Payne welcomed the incoming Members-at-Large, Grant Hellmers and
Jennifer Uzel, and the incoming Auditor, Doug Brown.  She also thanked the
outgoing Dean, Ryan Tibbetts, for his three years of service and the outgoing
Members-at-Large, Mary Campbell and Elizabeth Melcher Davis. 
 

JULY/AUGUST RICHMOND AGO BIRTHDAYS

Margie Heath 6-Jul
Virginia Tilley 6-Jul

Anastasia Gross 9-Jul
Andy
Paul

Gross
Honaker

9-Jul
10-Jul

Randall Sheets 15-Jul
Lois Broadwater 17-Jul

Mary Ellen Balarzs 20-Jul
David Purdy 20-Jul

Edward Schutt 23-Jul
Robert Mayo 1-Aug
David Starzer 1-Aug

Jeannine Uzel 5-Aug
Timothy Hall 6-Aug



Christopher Martin 23-Aug
J. Mitchell 26-Aug

Diana Chou 27-Aug
Nathaniel Ely 27-Aug
Suzanne Krauss 28-Aug

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Listings in this column appear for a maximum of 90 days and then are removed unless an

extension is requested. When a listing is removed,  therefore, it does not necessarily mean that

the position has been filled. To submit a listing, contact Betty Girardeau at bettyg@redfamiliar.com

or 804-647-0825.

 

River Road Church
8000 River Road, Richmond, VA 23229

Seeking a part-time Principal Organist for one Sunday morning worship
service and one weekly Wednesday evening choir rehearsal. Responsibilities
include performing organ voluntaries and solo repertoire at a professional level,
service playing including hymn leadership and choral accompanying, and
playing for seasonal services and concert events. River Road Church is a
welcoming and affirming congregation with a highly regarded and historic music
program, a strong Chancel Choir, a dedication to reverent liturgy and worship, a
vibrant concert series, and a sanctuary known for its excellent acoustics.
Primary instrument is a four-manual M.P. Möller pipe organ, Opus 10590,
extensively restored and expanded in 2017, with movable console; the church
also houses five grand pianos and a second Möller organ in the chapel.

Annual salary is $35,000, commensurate with experience and ability, with four
weeks paid vacation. Weddings and funerals as available, with right of first
refusal and additional compensation in accordance with church policy.
Applicants should have a commitment to collaborative sacred music ministry
and a degree in organ performance, sacred music, or equivalent professional
experience; advanced degrees and AGO certification are welcomed. Interested
candidates should submit a letter of interest, résumé with references, and links



to representative video samples of both solo and service playing to Dr. Richard
W. Robbins, Minister of Music, at organistsearch@rrcb.org. A complete job
description may be found at rrcb.org/organist-search.
 

Third Church
600 Forest Avenue, Richmond, VA, 23229.  

Seeking part-time organist for three (3) Sunday weekly services and weekly
choral choir rehearsals. Special services: Ash Wednesday, Easter Sunday,
Lessons and Carols, Christmas Eve. Casavant Freres 2 manual organ. This
position does not require conducting, but if conducting is one of the candidate’s
passions, this position is open to sharing those responsibilities.

The organist works in collaboration with two full-time staff worship leaders. The
successful candidate should be comfortable with ancient and modern 
expressions of worship and musical styles. The ability to read chord charts or a
willingness to experiment is helpful. Compensation: $26,000, includes sick
leave, retirement/pension, books and music allowance, dues to professional
associations, and continuing education to be used at the employee's discretion.
Two weeks paid vacation. Contact either Brooke Wright, brookew@thirdrva.org,
or Kim Taulbee, kimt@thirdva.org; both may be reached via church phone at
804-282-4645.
 

Meadows Presbyterian Church
2200 Angus Road, Charlottesville, VA, 22901

Seeking part-time organist/choir director for one Sunday morning service
and one adult choir rehearsal per week. Optional handbell choir, especially
during the holidays. Special services during Advent, Christmas Eve, Easter, etc.
Organist/choir director is granted first right of refusal to provide music for any
church weddings or funerals. Must be willing to participate in regular staff
meeting and consult with the Worship Committee on a regular basis. Extensive
music library. Allen Renaissance Quantum three-manual organ.

Annual salary range between $16,900 and $19,500 with four weeks paid
vacation, book and music allowance. Dues to professional associations is
negotiable. Interested candidates should have college-level study of music or
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other equivalent experience, and experience conducting choirs in a church
setting. Contact Lisa Pinchback, staff@meadowspc.org, or Susan Coiner-
Pollard, 939-296-2791.
 

Bon Air Baptist Church
2531 Buford Road, Richmond.  

Seeking part-time organist for one Sunday morning church service, and two
per month Wednesday evening choir rehearsals. Special services include
Christmas Concert, Maundy Thursday, and a Spring Concert held every other
year. No directing opportunities. Rodgers 4 manual hybrid pipe/digital, with the
pipe work by Stinkens Pipe Organ Company in Holland. Compensation totals
$30,000 per year but the pay structure is hourly, broken down to comprise the
total per year, with the organist submitting 12 hours per week. Two weeks paid
vacation with other benefits including sick leave, retirement pension options,
maternity leave, book and music allowance, continuing education, and dues to
professional associations included. Interested candidates should contact the
Rev. Stuart Condra at 804-272-1475 or stuart.condra@bonairbaptist.org.
 

SUBSTITUTES

The persons listed below have indicated a desire to be called for substituting at
church services. No specific qualifications are implied by their inclusion on this
list. The employer is responsible for determining that a substitute will
adequately meet any needs. If you have questions or wish to add or remove
your name, contact Betty Girardeau, bettyg@redfamiliar.com or 804-647-
0825.  

 
Substitutes Available for All Services and Events (including Sunday
Mornings)
Mary Campbell: 804-337-3935 maryecampbell@comcast.net
Raymond Chenault: 404-368-7113 rchenaultduo@gmail.com
Diann Clark: 703-725-9571 cdiannclark@gmail.com
Marianne Crean: 804-360-2976 creanm@stcva.org
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Debbie Davis: 804-921-8234 purerair@gmail.com
Peter Edison: 804-755-4828 judgepce@yahoo.com
Sharon Freude: 804-353-4683 freudemusic@earthlink.net
Cathy Grant: (Charlottesville) 434-293-0617 mclgrant@centurylink.net
Margie K. Heath: 804-387-6948 mbtwig@aol.com
Terry Hicks: 310-271-4953 rterrick1@gmail.com
Teresa Hudson: 804-245-0827 hudsonrt@alumni.vcu.edu
Carla Kay: 570 234-6544 carlakaymusic@gmail.com
Evelyn Kerschbaumer: 804-744-3147 elkersch@gmail.com
Ben Miller: 757-870-8010 Ben@TheMillerStudio.com
Don Moro: 804-652-9311 donmoro@gmail.com
David Sachs: 804-222-25494 psalm100pesach@comcast.net
Jeannine Uzel: 804-932-961 juzel64@gmail.com
Cheryl Van Ornam: 804-814-6677 ago.cheryl@gmail.com (8:30 only)
Kevin White: 434-979-4922 kevinwhitepiano@gmail.com

Substitutes Available for Special or Non-Sunday Morning Events Only
Robert Baird: 703-989-0502 rtbaird11@gmail.com
Andrew Byrd: andrewdbyrd@gmail.com
Mikey Fuller: 804-896-2713 me@mikeyfuller.com
Elizabeth Hargrove: 804-339-5701 f.hargrovejr@comcast.net
Larry Heath: 804-212-9861 lwheath51@gmail.com
Grant Hellmers: 804-878-4416 grant.hellmers@gmail.com
Crystal Jonkman: 804-301-9976 crystal.jonkman@verizon.net
Joel Kumro: 716-803-4699 jkumro@saintbenedictparish.org
Charles Lindsey: 804-370-7374 charleslindsey15@gmail.com
Ed Schutt: 804-564-4887 e.schutt@comcast.net
Ryan Tibbetts: 302-354-2001 rtibbetts@stmarysgoochland.org
 



STAY CONNECTED

Please send Stoplist submissions to Demas Boudreaux by the 20th of each month to be

included in the following month's newsletter.

 

Notify us of any changes in your mailing or email addresses so you will continue to receive

your copy of the Stoplist without interruption.

mailto:music@standrewsoregonhill.org


FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS
OF

CENTRAL VIRGINIA CHURCHES,
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PLEASE VISIT
www.ChurchesOfVirginia.org

http://www.churchesofvirginia.org/
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Organists and have shared your email address with the chapter for chapter correspondence.

Our mailing address is:
Richmond Chapter American Guild of Organists

PO Box 8644
Richmond, VA 23226

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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